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ROYAL  ARCH,  OR SEVENTH  DEGREE 

THE Royal  Arch  Degree  seems  not to have  been  known  to what 
a re  called modern Masons as  late as about 1780. That  portion of 
the old Freemasons  who  met  at  the  famous  Apple-Tree  Tavern, 
in 1717, and  formed  the  society  upon  somewhat  new  principles, 
that is, so far as to  admit into  fellowship, indiscriminately,  re- 
spectable  individuals of all  professions, were  denominated, by the 
non-adherents  to  this  plan, modern Masons. This affair caused  the 
division of the Masonic  Society into two parties,  which  continued 
till 1813, nearly  one  hundred  years. T o  the  rivalry  occasioned by 
this  schism,  Masonry,  it is presumed,  is mainly indebted for the 
great  celebrity  it  has  obtained  in  the world. 

It appears  that  the  non-conformists to this  new  scheme,  who 
considered  themselves  the  orthodox  party,  by  rummaging  among 
the  old  records of the  Order, first discovered  the  Royal  Arch 
Degree, which had  probably  lain  dormant  for  centuries;  during 
which time, it  would appear,  the  society  had  been confined almost 
exclusively to  operative  masons;  who  continued  the  ceremonies 
only of the  apprentice, fellow-craft or  journeyman,  and  master 
mason, these  being  deemed  appropriate  to  their  occupation. 

A society of Royal  Arch  Masons  is  called a Chapter,  and  not 
a Lodge, as in the  previous  Degrees. All Chapters of Royal  Arch 
Masons are  “dedicated to Zerubbabel,”  and  the  symbolic color 
of this Degree is  scarlet. The  several  Degrees of Mark  Master, 
Present or Past  Master,  and Most Excellent  Master,  are given  only 
under  the  sanction of the  Royal  Arch  Chapter; and a Master  Mason 
who applies  for  these  Degrees  usually  enters  the  Chapter also, and 
sometimes  the  four  degrees  are  given  at  once. I f  he  takes  the 
four, he is  only balloted  for once, viz.: in the  >lark Master’s Degree. 
Candidates  receiving  this  Degree  are  said to be  “exalted to the 
most sublime  Degree of the  Royal Arch.” 

It is a  point of the  Royal Arch Degree  not to  assist,  or be  present, 
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at  the  conferring of this  Degree upon more or less  than  three 
candidates  at  one time. If there  are not three  candidates  present, 
one or two companions, as the  case  may be, volunteer to represent 
candidates, so as to make  the  requisite  number, or a “team,” as 
it is technically  styled, and  accompany  the  candidate  or  candidates 
through  all the  stages of exaltation. 

At the  destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, three Most 
Excellent Masters  were  carried  captives to  Babylon, where  they 
remained  seventy  years,  and  were  liberated  by Cyrus,  King of 
Persia. They  returned to Jerusalem  to  assist in rebuilding  the 
Temple, after  travelling  over  rugged  roads  on  foot.  They  arrived 
at  the  outer veil of the  Tabernacle, which  was erected  near  the 
ruins of the  Temple.  This  Tabernacle was an  oblong  square, 
enclosed  by four  veils, or curtains,  and  divided into separate 
apartments  by four cross veils, including  the west end veil or 
entrance.  The veils  were parted  in  the  centre,  and  guarded by 
four guards, with drawn  swords. 

A t  the  east  end of the  Tabernacle, Haggai, Joshua,  and  Zerub- 
babel usually sat in grand council,  to examine  all who wished to 
be  employed in the  noble  and  glorious  work of rebuilding  the 
Temple.  Since  that time, every  Chapter of Royal  Arch Masons, 
if properly  formed,  represents  the  Tabernacle  erected by our  an- 
cient brethren,  near  the  ruins of King  Solomon’s Temple,  and  our 
engraving shows the  interior  arrangement of a  Chapter of the 
Royal Arch  Degree.’  (See  Fig. 31.) 

These  three Most Excellent  hIasters,  on  their  arrival,  were  in- 
troduced  to  the  Grand Council, and  employed,  furnished with 
tools, and  directed  to  commence  their  labors at the  northeast 
corner of the  ruins of the  old  Temple,  and to clear  away  and 
remove  the  rubbish, in order  to lay the  foundation of the new. 
The  Grand Council also  gave  them  strict  orders  to  preserve 
whatever should  fall in their  way  (such as specimens of ancient 
architecture,  &c.,)  and  bring it  up for  their  inspection. 

Among  the  discoveries  made  by  the  three  blasters was a secret 
vault in which they found treasures of great benefit  to the craft, &c. 
The  ceremony of exalting  companions  to  this  Degree, is a  re- 
capitulation of the  adventures of these  three Most Excellent 
Masters, and  hence  it is that  three  candidates  are  necessary for 
an initiation. 

1 In America,  we flnd an enrentid variation from m y  other system of the Royal 

Ireland, I t  conntitutes the  Seventh Ikgrce,  although  the  inrennedinta ateps are 
Arch. The names of the officers vary mntelially, n8 also  do the ceretnonien. As in 

differeut. In Irrland they  are: 1. E. A .  P.;  2 .  F. C. ;  9. M. M.; 4. P. hl. : 6 .  Ex- 
cellent; 6.  Super-Excrllent; 7 .  Royal  Arch: while lo America the Fourth is Mark 
Master; 6 .  P. M. ;  6. Most Excellent Master; I. Royal Arch.-@iginoftb Engiish 
Royal Arch, p. G 8 .  
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The  Grand Council consists  of  the ?rIost Excellent  High  Priest, 
King, and Holy Scribe.  The High Priest is dressed in a white 
robe,  with a breastplate of cut &ws, consisting oi twelve  pieces, 
an  apron,  and  a mltre. The king  wears  a  scarlet  robe,  apron,  and 
crown. The mitre  and crown are  generally  made of pasteboard; 
sometimes  they  are  made of most  splendid  materials,  gold  and 
silver velvet;  but  these  are  kept  for  public  occasions. l h e  mitre 
has  the words, "Holiness  to  the Lord,"  in gold  letters,  across  the 
forehead.  The  scribe  wears  a  purple  robe,  apron,  and  turban. 

A Chapter of Royal  Arch  hfasons  consists of nine officers, as 
follows: 

1. High  Priest, or &laster.  (Joshua.) 
2. King, or  Senior  Grand  Warden.  (Zerubbabel.) 
3. Scribe, or Junior  Grand  Warden.  (Haggai.) 
4. Captain of the Host (as  Marshal, or Master of Ceremonies), 

5. Principal  Sojourner, who represents  the  Junior  Deacon. 
6. Royal Arch Captain,  who  represents  the  Master  Overseer. 
7. Grand  Master of the  Third Veil,  or Senior  Overseer. 
8. Grand  Master of the  Second Veil, or Junior  Overseer. 
9. Grand Master of the  First  Veil. 
In addition to these,  three  other officers are usually present, 

viz., Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Tyler,  or  sentinel. 
The officers and  companions of the  Chapter  being  stationed  as 

in the engraving (see Fig. 31), the  High  Priest  proceeds to busi- 
ness as follows: 

High  Priest-Companions,' I am  about  to  open  a  Chapter of 
Royal  Arch Masons in this  place, for the  dispatch of business, 
and will thank you for your attention  and  assistance. If there is 
any  person  present who is not  a  companion  Royal  Arch Mason, 
he is requested  to  retire from the  room. 

After  waiting  for any  stranger or brother not of this degree 
to  retire,  he  gives  one rap with the gavel,  which brings  up  the 
Capt4n of the  Host. 

hiasons? 
High  Priest-Companion  Captain,  the  first  care of congregated 

or Senior  Deacon. 

a f111l , .xpl~r~ntion of the myntn7ics of the  Order";  whereas in the former  Degrees 
The rnernhers of this T)rpee are denominated mpa?t.lmtn, and  are  entitled ja 

they  are  rccngnizcd l ~ y  the  common,  familiar  apppllation of hrnthers, aud kept  in a 
state of prn:wnd  ignornnre of the siddime s e c r e t  ahich is disclosed in  this  Chapter. 
Ti1i.i accords n-ith t h e  clmtom of Ppthagoms, who thus distinguished hin pupils. Alter 

prweptnr,  calird his companions ,  and prrmitted freely to convprse wit,h him. 
a iu'ol~ation of five yrars, as before sbted,  they were admitted  into the presence of the 

Pr-vioiwly to the  expiration of that  t e r u  he drlivered his instructions to them from 
b4l i rd  a  scrwl.-Felluws's Inquiry into  the Origin, Hislory, and Purport of fia- 
wlusuury, p. 321. 
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The  Grand Council consists of the  3Iost  Excellent  High  Priest, 
King, and Holy Scribe. The High Priest  is  dressed in a white 
robe,  with a  breastplate of cut  glass,  consisting of twelve pieces, 
an apron,  and  a mltre. The king wears  a  scarlet  robe,  apron,  and 
crown. The  mitre  and crown are  generally  made of pasteboard; 
sometimes  they  are  made of most  splendid  materials,  gold  and 
silver velvet;  but  these  are  kept  for  public  occasions. l h e  mitre 
has the words, “Holiness to the Lord,”  in gold  letters,  across  the 
forehead. The  scribe  wears  a  purple  robe,  apron,  and  turban. 

A  Chapter of Royal  Arch  hlasons  consists of nine officers, as 
follows: 

1. High  Priest, or &laster.  (Joshua.) 
2. King, or Senior  Grand  Warden.  (Zerubbabel.) 
3. Scribe, or Junior  Grand  Warden.  (Haggai.) 
4. Captain of the  Host  (as  Marshal,  or  hlaster of Ceremonies), 

5. Principal  Sojourner, who represents  the  Junior  Deacon. 
ti. Royal  Arch  Captain,  who  represents  the  Master  Overseer. 
7. Grand  Master of the  Third Veil,  or Senior  Overseer. 
8. Grand  Master of the  Second Veil, or  Junior  Overseer. 
9. Grand Master of the  First  Veil. 
In addition  to  these,  three  other officers are usually present, 

viz., Secretary, a Treasurer,  and  a  Tyler, or sentinel. 
The officers and  companions of the  Chapter  being  stationed as 

in the engraving (see  Fig. 31), the  High  Priest  proceeds  to busi- 

or Senior  Deacon. 

ness as follows: 
Hich Priest-ComDanions.’ I am about  to  ouen  a ChaDter of 

R o y d  Arch  Masons’in  this’  place,  for  the  disiatch of btkiness, 
and will thank you  for  your attention  and  assistance. If there is 
any  person  present who is not a companion  Royal Alch Mason, 
he is requested  to  retire from the  room. 

After  waiting  for any  stranger  or  brother  not of this degree 
to retire, he gives one  rap with the gavel,  which brings up the 
Capt,<in of the  Host. 

High  Priest-Companion  Captain,  the first care of congregated 
hIasons? 

1 The mcmhrn  of this nrgrer are  denominated m , p a n h s ,  and  are  ‘Lentitled io 
a full q h m n t i o n  of tlle tnystrrics of the  Order”;  whereas in the  former Degrees 

‘late of prolo1ind ignormce of the mhiime secret which is dnclosed in this  Chapter. 
they are  rrrognizcd l y  the  common, fRmilinr appellation of brothers,  and  kept in a 

This  accords n-ith the ctlstom of Ppthagoras, who thus  distinguished hin pnpils. After 
a p r o l m t i o ~ ~  of five ycars, aa  hpfore anted,  they  were  admitted  into  the  presence  ofthe 
preceptor, c a l l ~ ~ l  his companions, and permitted freely to cnnvprse  with hiru. 
l’rrrioi~sl?. to the  expiration of that   term  he delivered his instructions to them From 

WLUSUlkry, p. 9&1. 
L w l l i n l l  a x r v n .  ->rb/lOlLs’s Inquiry into t k  hig in ,  H w f o r ~ ,  and Purprt of Be+ 
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no.  81 

the lio3t. 7 .  I’rincipxl Sojourner. R .  Roral Arch Captain. 9. Grand Mastc‘r of the 
1 .  Treasurer. 2 .  Swretary. 3. King. 4. High Pricst. 5 .  Scribe. 6 .  Captain of 

Third Veil. 10. Grand Master of thc Second Veil. 11. Grand Master of tho E’irat 
Veil. 12. Burning Duuh. 13. Altar. 
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Captain  (placing  the  palln of his right  hand  to his forehead,  as 

if to shade his  eyes).-.l.o sec the '1;lbernncle  duly guarded, Most 
Excellent. (For this  sign, see Fig. 3i.) 

Hlgh Priest-Attend to that  part of your duty,  and inform the 
Guard  that we are nl,out to open a Chapter of Itoynl Arch  Masons 
in  this  place for the cllspatch of busines;  direct him to  guard 
accordingly. 

The  Captain of the  Host  stations  the  Guard  at  the  outside of 
the door, gives  him his orders,  closes  the  door,  and  makes  an 
alarm of three  times  three (0 0 0 0 0 0 )  on the  inside, to  
ascertain  that  the  Guard is  on  his post;  the  Guard  answers  by 
nine corresponding  raps.  The  Captain of the  Host  then  gives one, 
and Guard  does  the  same.  The  Captain  then  returns  to  his  post. 

Captain  [to  High  Priest).-The  Chapter  is duly guarded, Most 
Excellent. 

High Priest-How guarded? 

with a  drawn  sword in his  hand. 
Captain-By  a  companion of this  Degree  at  the  outer  avenue, 

High Priest-His duty  there? 
Captain-To  observe  the  approach of all  cowans  and  eaves- 

droppers, and  see  that  none  pass  or  repass  but  such  as  are  duly 
qualified. 

High Priest-Companions, we will be  clothed. 
The companions  place  the  furniture of the  Chapter in proper 

order,  clothe with their  various  jewels, robes, and  badges of this 
Degree,  and  draw  aside  the veils,  which brings  the  hall  into  one 
apartment,  and  resume  their  seats.  The  High  Priest  then  gives 
two raps  with  the gavel,  which brings  all  the officers on  their  feet, 
while  the following lecture is given,  or  questions  asked,  by the 
High  Priest,  and  answered by the  Captain of the  Host. 

Arch  Mason? 
High  Prist-Companion  Captain of the  Host,  are you a Royal 

Captain-I  am, that I am. 
High Priest-How  shall I know vou to  be a Roval Arch  Mason? 
CGtain-By  three  times  three. ' 
High  Priest-Where  were you made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason? 

Arch Masons,  consisting of Most Excellent  High  Priest, King and 
Captain-In a just  and  legally  constituted  Chapter of Royal 

Scribe,  Captain of the  Host,  Principal  Solourner,  Royal  Arch 
Captain,  and  the  three  Grand  Masters of the veils, assembled  in 
a room or place  representing  the  Tabernacle  erected by our  an- 
cient  brethren  near  the  ruins of King Solomon's Temple. 

his duties P 
High Priest-Where is the  High  Priest  stationed,  and  what are 
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with the King and  Scribe, is to sit in  the  Grand Council, to  form 
Captain-He is stationed in the  sanctum  sanctorum.  His  duty, 

pkns,  and  give  directions to the  workmen. 
IIigh Priest-1 he King’s station  and  duty? 
Captain-  Station,  at  the  right  hand of the  High  Priest;  duty,  to 

aid  him by his advice  and counsel, and in his absence to preside. 
High Priest-The  Scribe’s  station  and  duty? 
Captain-Station, at  the left hand of the  High  Priest; duty, to 

assist  him and  the King in the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  to 
preside in their  absence. 

High Priest-The  Captain  of  the Host’s station  and  duty? 
Captain-Station, at  the  right  hand in front of Grand  Council; 

High Priest-The  Principal  Sojourner’s  station  and  duty? 
Captain-Station,  at  the  left  hand in front of Grand Council; 

duty, to  bring  the  blind  by a way  that  they  know  not;  to  lead 
them in  paths  they  have  not  known;  to  make  darkness  light  be- 
fore  them,  and  crooked  things  straight. 

duty, to  receive  orders,  and  see  them duly executed. 

High Priest-The Royal  Arch Captain’s station  and  duty? 
Captain-Station,  at  the  inner veil, or entrance to the  sanctum 

sanctorum; duty, to  guard  the  same,  and  see  that  none  pass  but 
such as  are duly qualified,  and  have  the  proper  pass-words,  and 
the  signet of truth. 

High Priest-What is the  color of his banner? 
Captain-White,  and is emblematical of that  purity of heart 

and  rectitude of conduct which are  essential  to  obtain  admission 
into the  divine  sanctum  sanctorum  above. 

High  Priest  -The  stations  and  duties of the  three  Grand 
Masters of the  veils? 

Captain-Station,  at the entrance of their  respective  veils; 
duty, to  guard  the  same,  and  see  that  none  pass  but  such as are 
duly qualified, and in possession of the  proper  pass-words  and 
tokens. 

High Priest-\Vhat are  the colors of their  banners? 
Captain-That of the third, scarlet; which is emblematical of 

fervency  and zeal, and  the  appropriate color  of the  Royal  Arch 
Degree. It admonishes us to  be  fervent in the  exercise of our 
devotions  to God, and  zealous in our  endeavors to promote  the 
happiness of men.  Of  the  second,  purple; which being  produced 
by a due  mixture of blue  and  scarlet,  the  former of which is the 
characteristic  color  of  the  symbolic,  or  three first Degrees, it 
teaches us to cultivate  and  improve  that  spirit of harmony  between 
the  brethren of the  symbolic  Degrees  and  the  companions of the 
sublime Degrees, which should  ever  distinguish  the  members of 
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a society founded upon the  principles of everlasting  truth  and 
universal philanthropy. Of the first, hlue;  the  peculiar color of 
the  three  ancient, or symbolical  Degrees. It is an  emblem of 

mind of a Mason  those  virtues  should be as  exuansive as  the  blue 
universal friendship  and  benevolence, and  instructs  us that in  the 

arch of heaven  itself. 
High Priest-The  Treasurer’s  station  and  duty? 
CGtain-Statior.,  at  the  right  hand in rear of the  Captain of 

the  Host; his duty, to keep  a  just  and  regular  occount of all  the 
roperty  and  funds of the  Chapter  placed in his hands,  and ex- 
lblt them to the  Chapter  when  called  upon for that  purpose. E. 
High  Priest-The  Secretary’s  place in the  Chapter? 
Captain-Station, at  the left in rear of the  Principal  Sojourner; 

his duty, to issue  the  orders  and notifications of his superior 
officers, record  the  proceedings of the  Chapter  proper !o be 
written,  to  receive  all  moneys  due  the  Chapter,  and  pay them 
over to the  Treasurer. 

High  Priest-Guard’s  place  and h t y ?  
Captain-His station is at  the  outer  avenue of the  Chapter;  his 

duty, to guard  against  the  approach of cowans and  eavesdroppers, 
and suffer none  to  pass or repass,  hut  such  as  are  duly qualified. 

High  Priest  (addressing  the Chapter).-Companions,  you  will 
assemble  round  the  altar,  for  &he  purpose of assisting  me  in 
opening a Chapter of Royal h c h  Masons. 

All the  members  present  (except  the  Grand Council) approach 
the  altar,  and,  forming  a  circle,  kneel,  each  upon his right  knee. 
An opening  in  the  circle is left  for  the  High  Priest,  the King. and 
the  Scribe.  The  High  Priest  rises  and  reads  from  the  Second 
Epistle of Paul  to  the  Thessalonians,  chap. III., vs. 6 to 18: - 

“Now we command you, brethren,  in :he name of our  Lord 
Jesus Christ,  that  ye  withdraw  yourselves  from  every  brother  that 
walketh  disorderly,  and  not  after  the  tradition which ye  have  re- 
ceived of us. For  yourselves  know  how  ye  ought  to follow us; 
for we behaved  not  ourselves  disorderly  among  you;  neither  did 
we eat  any man’s bread for naught;  but  wrought with labor  and 
travail  night and  day,  that we might  not  be  chargeable  to  any of 
you; not because we have  not power, but to make  ourselves  an 
example  unto you to follow us.” &c. 

After  the  reading,  the  High  Priest,  the King, and  the  Scribe 
approach  the  altar  and  take  their  places in the  circle,  kneeling 
with the  rest,  the King  on the  right,  and  the  Scribe  on  the left of 
the  High  Priest.  Each  one  now  crosses his arms  and gives his 
right  hand  to  his 1eft.hand companion,  and  his  left  hand  to his 
right-hand  companion.  This  constitutes  the  living  arch  under 
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which the  Grand Omnific Royal Arch Word  must be given, but it 
must  also be  given  by  three  times  three, as hereafter  explained. 

The  High Priest now whispers in the King’s ear  the pass-Lvord 

The  King whispers it to  the  companion  on  his  right,  and  he  to 

whispers  it  to  the  High  Priest. 
the next one, and so on  until  it  comes  round  to the  Scribe, who 

RABBONI. 

High Priest-The word is right. 
The companions now all  balance  three  times  three  with  their 

arms;  that is, they  raise  their  arms  and  let  them  fall upon their 
knees  three  times in concert-after a short  pause,  three  times 
more, and  after  another  pause,  three  times  more.  They  then  rise 
and  give  all  the  signs,  from  the  Entered  Apprentice up to this 
Degree,  after  which  they  join in squads  of  three  for  giving  the 
Grand Omnific Royal  Arch  Word,  as follows: 

Each  one  takes  hold  with  his  right  hand of the  right  wrist of 
his  companion  on  the left, and with his left hand  takes  hold of the 
left  wrist of his companion on the  right.  Each  one  then  places  his 
right  foot  forward with the hollow in front, so that  the  toe  touches 
the  heel of his  companion  on  the  right.  This is called  “three 
times  three;”  that is, three  right  feet  forming a triangle,  three 
left hands  forming a triangle,  and  three  right  hands  forming a 
triangle.  In  this  position  each  repeats  the  following: 

As we three  did  agree, 
In  peace, love, and  unity, 
The  Sacred  Word  to keep, 
So we three  do  agree, 
In  peace, love, and unity, 
The  Sacred  Word  to  search; 
Until we three, 
Or three  such as we,  shall  agree 
To close  this  Royal  Arch. 

They  then  balance  three  times  three,  bringing  the  right  hand 
with  some  violence down upon  the  left. The  right hands  are th,en 
raised  above  their  heads,  and  the  words,  Jah-huh-lun,  Je-ho-vah, 
G-o-d,’ are given a t  low breath,  each  companion  pronouncing  the 
syllables or letters  alternately, as follows: 

1 Cole adopts f ie  following srntimpnt of a brother nlason: “In the R.  A.  (Eoynl 
Arch) Nnson’s 1)cVee I behrld nlvself exaltrd l o  the top of Pingnh ,  811 exteusive 
scene openrd to my view of t h e  g l k p  nnd goodnesn of the M .  E. H. f. (hlost Ex- 
ccllcnt 1iigh Priert) of our sdrxtiou. I dug deep for hidden treasures, found thelo, 
aud rp,qaiwd the onw~ific ~r.ord.” 

“If  we pass ou to the Royal Arch,” says the  Rev. G .  Oliver, in his Lecture8 On 
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WO. 82 

THERE TIME8 THREE 

1st. 2nd. 3d. 
Jah . . . . . . . . . . .  buh . . . . . . . . . . .  lun. 

lun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
buh.  . . . . . . . . . .  lun. 
J e . .  . . . . . . . . . .  ho . . . . . . . . . . .  vah. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  ]ah . . . . . . . . . . .  buh 

Jah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Freemasonry,  “we receive n wonderfd acrension of knowledge, and  5nd  every  thing 
made psrfect; for thi8 ia the ne p l w  tlltra of Masonry,  and  can  never be exceeded  by 
any 1111ruan institntioo.”-~’eellows’s Inquiry in to  tha Origin, f l i s f q ,  and Purport of 
Freemasonry, p. 322. 

A Degree indescribnbly  niwe  august,  sublime,  and  important  than  any  which 
precede  it,  and  is, i n  fact,  the s r ~ n ~ ~ n i t  and  prrfrction of ancient  Masonry. It im- 
pressea  on our minds a  belief  in the  being of a God, without  begioning of days or end 
of gears, the  great  and  inromprehensible  Alpha  and  Omega,  and  retllinds  us of the 
reverence  which is due to His  Holy NAnnl-HiStorical Landmarks, v01. I. p. 86. 
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THREE TIMES THREE 

1st. 2nd. 3d. 
Jah . . . . . . . . . . .  buh . . . . . . . . . . .  lun. 

lun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
buh. lun. 

J ah 

Je.. . . . . . . . . . .  ho . . . . . . . . . . .  vah. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jah . . . . . . . . . . .  buh 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  

Freemnsonry,  “we receive n wonderful  accession of knowledge, sod 6nd  every  thinq 

any Illnuan institutiou.”-~~ellows’s Inquiry into Iha Origin, History, and h r p w t  of 
mndeperfat; for thin is the ncplus zdtra of Masonry,  and  can  never be excwded by 

R e e n % a s m y ,  p. 322. 

precede it,  and  is, i n  fact ,   the  sr~~ornit   and perfection of ancient Masonry. It im- 
A Degree  indescribflbly n m e  august,  sublime,  and  important than any which 

presses on o w  rninda a belief in the  being of a God, without  beginning of days or end 
of years,  the  grrat  and  incomprehenaible  Alpha and Omega, and  rewinds  us of the  
reverence  which in due to His Holy N ~ ~ ~ . - H i ~ t o r i c a l  Landmarks, vol. I. p. 86. 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Je . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ho 
V ' l h . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Je 
ho . . . . . . . . . . . .  vah. 
G . . . . . . . . . . . .  o . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  d. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  G . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  o 
a. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
0.. d.' 

c 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . .  

After the  word is thus  given, the  High  Priest  inquires if the 

Each  squad  replies  that it is right. 
The  officers and  companions  resume  their  seats.  The  High 

Priest  raps  three  times  with  his  gavel,  the King repeats it,  as also 
the  Scribes; thls is done  three  times ( @ e  e 0.). 

High  Priest (risingi.--I now declare  this  Chapter of Royal Arch 
hlasons opened i n  due  and  ancient  form;  and  1  herehy  forbid all 
improper  conduct  whereby  the  peace and harmony of this  Chapter 
may be  disturbed,  under  no  less  penalties  than  the by-laws, or n 
majority of the  Chapter, may see fit to inflict. 

High  Priest  (to  Captain of the Host). - Companion  Captain, 
please  to  inform  the  Guard  that  the  Chapter  is  open. 

The C.xptnln proceeds  on  this  duty,  while  the  Secretary  reads 
the  minutes of the  last  meeting.  Should  there  be  any  candidates 
to be balloted  for,  this I S  the first business in order. I f  one  or 
more  candidates  are  waiting  without,  the P'rlncipal Sojourner  goes 
to thc preparation-room to get  them  ready. If there  are  not  three 
of them, a companlon  or  companions  volunteer  to  make  the trio, 
as not  less  than  three  can  perform  the  ceremonies. The  three 
tnke off their  coats, when the  Principal  Sojourner  ties  bandages 
over their  eyes,  and,  taking a long rope,  coils  it  seven  tlmes 
round the  body of each,  leaving about three  feet  slack bet\veen. 

word is right. 

1 This inrffxl~le name (in TSDIA) was Arim. which, in i t s  trilitrral form, mns 
siCnilicnllt oi t h e  c r t ~ ~ t ~ i e ,  pIe>erv : t t iw,  and destroying polrer, tllat i y ,  of Brahtna, 
VI,LIIII, il!l(l Slrn -l ,cr?con, p.  J l 6 .  

of tLca f : t ~ ! l ~ ,  t i ~ ~ , v  p r t ~ < ~ , t I : ~ ~ l ~ -  I I I P T I L  tit,' ar te l l t ion  oSItoy;li Arch hl:bsons: 
. 1 1 ' t ~  ,\'.,H, I I f  t i le ~ : , r i e o e \  of T I I I S  s a r w d  name in  1148 nmoug tbc rlifferPnt mtions 

I .  J ~ t r ,  Th), 11al11~' o f  (;<r<l 16  foh i l i ( l  i n  thr CIh!h PSnl l~,  V .  4 .  
?. II $ A I ,  O K  l i n ,  T i n r  rrurll siznifirq R l o r ~ i ,  m o s t r l ,  or p s s r s s n r ,  a n d  hence i t  
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He  then  proceeds with them  to  the  door of the  Chapter  and  gives 
seven  distinct  knocks. 

Captain  (rising),-There is an  alarm  at  the door, Most Ex- 
cellent. 

High  Priest-Attend to  the  cause of it, and see who comes  there. 
The  Captain of the Host goes to the  door  and  raps  on  it  nine 

times. The  Principal  Sojourner,  outside,  answers  this by three 
times  three, and then  gives  one  rap, which the  Captain  answers 
by  one, and  then  partly  opens  the  door. 

Captain-Who  comes  there? 
Principal  Sojourner-Three  worthy  brothers, who have  been 

initiated,  passed,  and  raised  to  the  sublime  Degree of Master 
Masons, advanced to the  honorary  Degi-ee of Xlark blaster, pre- 
sided as >raster in the  chair,  and,  at  the  completion  and  dedica- 
tion of the  Temple,  were  received  and  acknowledged hlost Ex- 
cellent  hlasters;  and now wish for further  light  in  LIasonry, by 
being  exalted to the  august  sublime I k g r e e  ofthe  HolyKoyalArch. 

Captain  (to  candidates).-Is  it of your own freewill  and  accord 
you make  this  request? 

First  Candidate  (prompted).-It is. 
Captain  (to  Principal  Sojourner).-Are  they  duly  andtruly pre- 

Princinal Soiourner-Thev are. 
pared? 

Captain-Have they mad; suitable  proficiency  in  thepreceding 
Degrees? 

Frlncipal Sojourner-They have. 
Captain-By \\.hat further  right  or  benefit do they  expect to 

Principal Sojourner--1)). the  benefit of a pass. 
Captain-Have they  that pass? 
Principal  Sojourner-  They  have  it  not;  but I have it for them. 
Captai~~--:\dvance  and gi1.e it. 
Principal  Sojourne,  whispers in his  ear  the word RABBONI. 

>lost Excellent High Priest b e  informed of their  request,  and his 
Captain- T h e  word is right; you will wait a time, until the 

answer  returned. 
'I'he Captain of the Host closes  the  door,  and  returns  to  his 

place i n  the  Chapter,  gives  the  alarm, which is answered  by  the 
kiigh Priest, who asks  the  same  questions,  and  receives  the  same 
anslcers from the  Captain of the Host,  as  were  asked  and  given 
at the door. 

High  Priest-Since this i s  the case, yo11 wi l l  let  them  enter 
this  Chapter of 1io)al Arch AIasons, and  be  received  under a 
Living ArLh. 

gain  admission  to this Chapter of Royal  Arch  Masons? 
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The  Captain of the Host goes to the  door,  opens  it,  and 
says: 

Captain-It is our Most Excellent  High Priest’s order, that  the 
candidates  enter  this  Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and be re- 
ceived  under a Living Arch. 

Principal  Sojourner  (leading  the  candidates  by  the rope).-Com- 
panions, you will follow me.  (Leads  them in.) I will bring  the 
blind by a way they  know  not: I will lead  them in  paths  they  have 
not known; I will make  darkness  light  before  them,  and  crooked 
things  straight.  These  things will I do unto  them,  and will not 
forsake  them.  Stoop low, brethren:  he  that  humbleth himself 
shall be exalted. 

Meantime  the  brethren,  or  companions of the  Chapter,  form  two 
lines facing each  other,  from  the  door  to  the  centre of the  room, 
and  each  one  takes  hold  and  locks  his  fingers  with  those of his 
opposite  companion.  As  the  candidates  pass  under  this  Living 
Arch, each  couple  place  their  knuckles  upon  the  necks  and  backs 
of the  candidates,  kneading  them  pretty  hard  sometimes,  and 
prostrating  them  on  the Boor. Thus  they  have a good deal of dif- 
ficulty in  forcing  their way through. When  they  do  get  through, 
they are first conducted  round  the  Chapter,  and  then to the  altar, 
where  they must  kneel to receive  the  obligation. 

Principal  Sojourner (to the  candidates).-Brethren, as you ad- 
vance  in  Masonry,  your  obligation  becomes  more  binding. You 
are now kneeling  at  the  altar  for  the  seventh  time;  and  about  to 
take a solemn  oath, or obligation, which, like your former  obliga- 
tions, is not  to  interfere with the  duty you owe  to  your  country, 
or Maker. I f  you are willing to  proceed, you will repeat  your 
Christian and  surname,  and  say  after  me: 

I, Peter  Gabe, of my own free-will and  accord,  in  presence of 
Almighty  God,  and  this  Chapter of Royal  Arch  Masons,  erected 
to God, and  dedicated  to  Zerubbabel,  do  hereby  and  hereon  most 
solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and  swear,  in  addition  to  my 
former  obligations,  that I will not  reveal  the  secrets of this De- 
gree  to  any of an inferior  Degree,  nor  to  any  being in the known 
world, except  it be  to a true  and  lawful  Companion  Royal  Arch 
Mason, or within the  body of a just  and  legally  constituted  Chapter 
of such  and  never  unto him, or them, whom I shall  hear so to  be, 
but  to  him and  them only  whom I shall find so to  be,  after  strict 
trial  and  due  examination, or lawful  information  given. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that I will not  wrong  this 
Chapter of Royal  Arch Masons, or a companion of this  Degree, 
out of the  value of any  thing,  myself,  nor suffer it to  be  done  by 
others, if in m y  polver  to  prevent  it. 
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I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that I will not  reveal  the 
key  to  the ineffable characters of this  Degrqe,  nor  retain  it in 
my possession,  but will destroy  it  whenever  it  comes  to my 
sight. 

Grand Omnific Royal  Arch Word, which I shall  hereafter  receive, 
I furthermore  promise aRd swear,  that I will not  speak  the 

in any  manner,  except in that  in which I shall  receive  it, which 
will be in  the  presence of three  Companions  Royal  Arch Masons, 
myself making  one of the  number;  and  then by three  times  three, 
under a Living  Arch,  and  at low breath. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that I will not  be  at  the 
exaltation of candidates  in  a  clandestine  Chapter,  nor  converse 
upon  the  secrets of this  Degree with a  clandestine-made Mason, 
or  with one who has  been  expelled  or  suspended, while under 
that  sentence. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that I will not assist or  be 
present  at  the  exaltation of a  candidate to  this  Degree, who has 
not  received  the  Degrees of Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft, 
Master  Mason, Mark  Master,  Past  Master,  and Most Excellent 
Master. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that I will not  be  at  the 
exaltation of more  nor  less  than  three  candidates  at  one  and  the 
same  time. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that I will not  be at the 
forming  or opening of a  Chapter of Royal  Arch  Masons  unless 
there  be  present  nine  Royal  Arch Masons,  myself making  one of 
that  number. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that I will not  speak evil of 
a Companion  Royal  Arch Mason, behind his back  nor  before his 
face,  but will apprise him of all  approaching  danger, if in  my 
power. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that I will support  the Con- 
stitution of the  General  Grand  Koyal  Arch  Chapter of the  United 
States of America;  together with that of the  Grand  Chapter of 
this  State,  under which  this Chapter is holden;  that I will stand 
to  and  abide by all  the by-laws, rules,  and  regulations of this 
Chapter, or of any other  Chapter of which 1  may  hereafter  be- 
come a member. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that I will answer  and  obey 
all  due signs and summonses handed,  sent,  or  thrown to me from 
a  Chapter of Koyal Arch Masons, or  from a Companion  Royal 
Arch  Mason, if within the  length of my  cable-tow. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that I will not  strike a Com- 
panion Royal  Arch Mason, so as  to  draw  his blood, in  anger. 
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innocence and  his  happiness,  thou  didst  leave  him  the  powers of 
reasoning,  and  capacity of improvement and pleasure. \Vc thank 
thee,  th,lt,  amid  the  pains  anti  cal;lmi~~es o f  O L I ~  present  state, so 
many me;rns  of refreshment and s a t ~ ~ f , ~ c t ~ o n   a r e  reserved  to us, 
while travelling  the  rugged p t h  of Ilfc; especially would we, a t  
this  time,  render  thee OLII- :hm!<s;ivlnq and pI-aIse for  the  institu- 
tion, as members of which we are  at this  tlme  asseml)led,  and  for 
all the  pleasures vr.e have  derlved  from it. JVe thank thee, that 
the few here  assembled  before  thee  have  been  favored with new 
inducemcnts,  and  been  laid  under new and  stronger  obligations of 
virtue and  holiness.  hlay  these  obligations, 0 blessed  Father!  have 
their full effect  upon us. Teach us, we pl-ay thee,  the  true  reverence 
of thy  great,  mighty,  and  terrible  Name.  Inspire us \vith a firm 
and  unshaken  resolution in our  virtuous  pursuits.  Give us  grace 
diligently  to  search  thy  word in the book of nature,  wherein  the 
duties of our high  vocation are inculcated  with  Divine  authority. 
hlay the  solemnity of the  ceremonies of our  institution be  duly 
impressed on our  minds,  and have a  happy  and Insting effect on 
our  lives! 0 Thou, who didst  aforetime  appear  unto  thy  servant 
hloses in a  flame of fire out of the  midst of a bush,  enkindle,  we 
beseech  thee, in each of our  hearts, a flame of devotion  to  thee, 
of love  to each  other,  and of charity  to all mankind! May a3 thy 
miracles  and  mighty  works fill us with thy  dread,  and  thy  good- 
ness impress LIS with a love of thy holy name! hIay holiness  to 
the I ~ r d  be engraven  upon  all O L I ~  thoughts,  words,  and  actions! 
3Iay tlle  incense of piety  ascend  cont~nually  unto  thee  from  the 
altar of our  hearts, and burn clay and night,  as a sacrifice of a 
sweet-smcll~ng  savor,  well-pleasing  unto  thee!  And  since  sin  has 
destroyed  within us  the first temple of purity  and  innocence, 
may  thy  heavenly  grace  guide  and  assist us  in  rebuilding a 
second  temple of reformation,  and  may  the  glory of this  latter 
house be  greater  than  the giory of the  former!  Amen, so mote 
it be. 

Principal Sojourner-Companions, arise  and follow me. 
IIe now conducts  them  once  around  the  Chapter,  during which 

time  he 1-eads from  the  text-book  the first six vel-ses of the  thil-d 
chapter of Exodus:- 

“Now Moses kept  the flock of Jethro his  father-in-law,  the  priest 
of hIidian;  and  he !ed the flock to  the  back  side of the  desert, 
and  came  to  the  mountain of God, even  to  Horeb.  And  the  angel 
of the Lord appeared  unto  him in a fl;zme  of fire out of the  midst 
of a busil;  and  he  looked,  and  behold,  the  bush  burned  with fire, 
and  the  bush  was  not  consumed.” &c. 

The  reading of these  verses  is so t~nled,  that  just when they are 
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finished the  candidates  h,tve  arrived  in  front of a representation 
of the  burning  bush,  placed in a corner of the  Chapter; when the 
Principal  Sojout-ner  directs  them  to  halt, and slips  up  the  bandages 
from  their  eyes. 

One of the  me~nbers now personates  the  Deity,  behind  the  bush, 
and  calls out, Slobes! Moses! 

Principal  Sojourner  (answering  for  candidates).-Here I am. 
Companion  behind the bush-Draw  not nigh hither:  put off thy 

shoes  from off thy  feet,  for  the  place  whereon  thou  standest is holy 
ground. I am the  God of thy  fathers,  the  God of Abraham,  the 
God of Isaac,  and  the  God of Jacob. 

Principal  Sojourner  directs  the  candidates  to  kneel,  and  he 
covers their  faces  again,  and  then says-And Moses hid  his  face, 
for he  was  afraid  to  look  upon  God. 

Principal  Sojourner ( to  candidates).-Arise, and follow me. 
He  then  leads  them  three  times  around  the  Chapter,  during 

which time  he  reads  from  the  text-book 2 Chronicles,  ch. XXXVI., 
vs. 11 to  20 

“Zedekiah  was  one-and-twenty  years  old when he  began  to 
reign, and  he  re iped eleven  years  in  Jerusalem.  And  he  did  that 
which was evil in the sight of the  Lord his  God, and  humbled  not 
himself before  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  speaking  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Lord.  And  he  also  rebelled ng;llnst King Kebuchadnezzar,  and 
stifiened  his  neck,  and  hardened his heart  from  turning  unto  the 
Lord Cod of Israel.  hloreover,  all  the chief of the  priests  and  the 
people  transgressed very much,  after  all  the  abominations of the 
heathen,  and  polluted  the  house of the Lord,  which he  had  hallowed 
in Jerusalem.  And  the  Lord  God of their  fathers  sent  to  themtby 
his messengers,  because  he  had  comp  assion on his people,  and  on 
his dwelling-place.  But  they  mocked  the  messengers of God, and 
despised  his  Word,  and  misused  his  prophets,  until the  wrath of 
the  Lord  arose  against  his  people,  till  there was no  remedy.  There- 
fore he  brought upon them  the  King of the  Chaldees,  who  slew 
their  young men with the  sword,  in  the  house of their  sanctuary, 
and had  no  compassion  upon  young  men  or  maidens,  oldmen,  or 
him that  stooped  for  age;  he  gave  them all into  his  hand. And all 
thevessels of the house of God, great and small,  and  the  treasures 
of the  house of the  Lord,  and  the  treawres of the  king,  and  his 
princes;  all  these  he  brought  to  Babylon.  And  they  burnt  the 
house of God, and  brake down the wall of Jerusalem,  and  burnt 
all  the pnl;~cei thereof with fire, and  destroyed  all  the  goodly 
vessels thereof. And them  that  had  escaped fl-om the sword  carried 
he a\v:ly to f(al)ylon; where  they  were  servants  to him and his sons, 
untd  the  reign of the  kingdom of Persia.” 
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When  the  Principal  Sojourner  arrives  at  that  part of the  above 

reading which alludes to the  Chaldees  killing  the young men with 
the sword, the  companions of the  Chapter begin to  make all sorts 
of queer  and  unearthly noises, such  as rolling cannon-balls on the 
floor, clashing  old swords, shouting,  groaning, whistling, stamping, 
throwing  down  benches,  &c. This noise continues  during  the 
remainder of the  reading,  the  object  being  to  represent  the  siege 
and  destruction of Jerusalem.  During  this confusion the  three 
candidates  are seized,  thrown  upon the floor, bound  hand  and 
foot, and  carried bodily into  the  preparation-room,  when  the  door 
is closed. 

In a few minutes  the  companions  begin  to  shout:  “Hurra  for 
the  captives!”  repeating it several times. 

Captain of the  Host  goes  and  opens  the door, and says-Come 
forth! you are  at  liberty to return! for  Cyrus has issued  his procla- 
mation to build a  second  Temple  at  Jerusalem. 

Principal  Sojourner (who is with the candidates).-Will you 
read  the  proclamation? 

Captain of the  Host  reads  the first three  verses of the first 
chapter of Ezra,  as follows: 

“Now  in the first year of Cyrus, King of Persia,  the Lord 
stirred  up  the  spirit of  Cyrus, King of Persia,  that  he  made a 
proclamation  throughout  all  his  kingdom,  and put it also in writ- 
ing,  saying: 

PROCLAMATION 

“Thus  saith  Cyrus, King of Persia,  the  Lord  God of heaven 
hath given me all the  kingdoms of the  earth,  and  he  hath  charged 
me  to  build  him  an  house  at  Jerusalem, which is  in Judah.  Who 
is there  among you of all  his people? His  God be with  him, and 
let him go up to  Jerusalem, hich is  in Judah,  and build the house 
of the  Lord  God of Israel,  which is in Jerusalem.” 

Captain of the  Host-li-hat  say you to the  proclamation?  Are 
you willing  to go up to Jerusalem? 

Principal  Sojourner  (consultmg  candidates). - Yes, we are 
willing to go, but we have no  pass-word whereby to make our- 
.selves kr.own  to the  brtthren when we get  there.  What  shall we 
say  to  them? 

Captain of the  Host  reads  verses 13 and 14 of the  third  chapter 
of Exodus: 

“And Moses  said  unto  God,  Behold!  when I come unto  the 
children of Israel,  and  shall  say  unto  them,  The God of your 
fathcrs  hath  sent  me unto you, and  they  shall  say to  me,  \Vhat  is 
his name?  \\.hat shall I say to them? 

C I c r  
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“And  God  said  unto  Moses, I AM THAT I AN:  and  thus  thou 
shalt  say  unto  the  children of Israel, I AM hath  sent  me  unto 

W e  were  directed  to  use  the words, “I  AM THAT I AM,” as a 
pass-word. 

Principal  Sojourner-We will go up.  Companions, you will 
follow me;  our  pass-word is, I AM THAT I AM. 

As they  enter  the  Chapter,  they  again  pass  under  the  Living 
Arch. 

Principal Sojourner-Stoop low, brethren.  He  that  humbieth 
himself shall be exalted. 

On one  side of the  hall  or  Chapter,  the  Living  Arch is formed, 
as before  described;  on  the  other  side is what  is  called  the  rugged 
road.  This  is  generally  made of blocks  and  logs of wood, old 
chairs,  benches, &c. 

The  companions who form the  Living  Arch  press  harder  on 
the  candidates  each  time  they  go  through,  and  they now go 
through  three  times. tVilile passing  through,  the  Principal So- 

you.)’ 

journer  says: 
PrinciDal Soiourner-This is the way many  great  and  rood  men 

have  tr&elle&  before you, never d e e h n g  it derogatory  to  their 
dignity  to  level  themselves with the  fraternity. I have  often 
travelled  this  road  from  Babylon  to  Jerusalem,  and  generally find 
it  rough  and  rugged. However, I think I never saw  it much 
smoother  than it is at  the  present  time. 

The candidates,  after  passing  the  Living  Arch,  stumble  over  the 
rugged  road,  and  arrive  again at the  entrance of the  arch. 2 _.,_. 

Principal Sojourner-Companions, here  is a very  difficult  ;and 
dangerous  place  ahead,  which  lies  directly  in  our  way.  Uefore 
we attempt  to  pass it, we  must  kneel down and  pray.  (Reads 
Psalm CXLI.) 

“Lord, I cry  unto  thee;  make  haste  unto  me;  give  ear  unto  my 
voice. 

“Let  my  prayer  be set forth  before  thee as incense,  and  the  lift- 
ing up of my hands  as  the  evening  sacrifice. 

“Set  awatch, 0 Lord,  before my mouth;  keep  the  door of  my lips. 
“Incline  not my heart  to  any evil thing, to practice  wicked  works 

“Let  the  rizhteous  smite  me; i t  shall be a kindness:  and  ,let 

“&line  eyes  are  unto  thee, 0 God  the  Lord:  in  thee is my trust; 

“Keep me from  the  snare which they have  laid  before me, and 

, -  

with men  that  work  iniquity. 

him reprove nle; it shnll be an  excellent oil. 

leave  not  my  soul  destitute. 

the  gins of the  workers of iniquity. 
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“Let  the  wicked  fall  into  their own  nets, whilst that I withal 

’I‘he candidates  rise  and  again  pass  under  the Living Arch  and 

Principal  Sojourner  -Let us pray.  (Reads  from  text-book 

“ I  cried  unto  the  Lord  with  my  voice;  with  my  voice  unto  the 

They  then  pass  round  the  third  time as before,  when  the  can- 

Principal  Sojourner  reads  Psalm CXLIII. from  the  text-book: 
“Hear  my  prayer, 0 Lord,,  give ear to my  supplications;  in  thy 

faithfulness  answer me, and In thy  righteousness,” kc .  
Principal Sojourner--We have now arrived  in  sight of the  ruins 

of the old Tenlple,  near  the  outer  veil of the  Tabernacle. 
The  veils are now pushed  apart  to  admit  the  candidates,  hut 

as soon as they  enter,  the  veils  are  closed  again,  and  the  officers 
(except the  Principal  So~ourner)  take  their  seats. 

Principal  Sojourner  makes  an  alarm  by  stamping  nine  times on 
the floor. \vhich brinps  out  the  Master  from  the  First Veil. (See 

escape.” 

over the  rugged  road.  They  then  kneel  again. 

Psalm CXLIJ.) 

Lord  did I make  my supplication,” &c. 

didates  again  kneel. 

Note 0, Appendix.) 
Master of First Veil-Who comes  there?  Who  dares aDDroach 

this  outer  Veil of our  sacred  ’Tabernacle? \VI10 are  you?’ ‘ 
Principal  Sojourner-Three  weary  travellers  from  Babylon. 
Master of First Veil-\\’hat are  your  intentions? 
Principal  Sojourner-We  have  come  to  assist in the  noble  and 

glorious  work of rebuilding  the  house of the Lord, without the 
hope of fec  or  reward.  (See  Note hI, Appendix.) 

I Principal  Sojourner-By a pass-word  that  we  received  in 
Babylon. 

Master of First Veil-How do you expect  to  enter  here? 

Master of First Veil- Give it to me. 
Principal Sojourner-I AM THAT I AM. 
Master of First Veil-The pass is  right. You have  my  per- 

mission  to  enter. 
The  candidates now enter  the  First  Veil,  when  the  bandages 

are  removed  from  their  eyes. 
Master of First Veil-You surely  could  not  have  come  thus  far 

u-dess you were  three  hlost  Excellent  Masters;  but  farther you 
cannot go without my words,  sign, and  word of exhortation. My 
words  are  Shem, Ham, and  Japhet;  my sign is  this  (holding  out a 
cancl, in imitation of one  given  by God to Moses,  when he com- 
manded  him  to  cast  his  rod  upon  the  ground  thus  (casting down 
the cane), and it became a serpent; but putting  forth  hls  hand 
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and  taking it up by  the  tail, it became  a  rod in his  hand as before. 
My word of exhortation is explanatory of this  sign, and is to be 
found  in the  writings of Moses, viz.: the first verses of the  fourth 
chapter of Exodus.  (See  Note N, Appendix.) 

“And the  Lord  said  unto Moses, What is that in thy  hand? 
And he said, A rod.  And  the  Lord said, Cast it on  the  ground; 
and  he  cast it, and it became a serpent,  and Moses fled from 
before it,” &c. 

FIQ. 33 

SION OF THE NASTER OB THE FIRST VEIZ 

Principal  Sojourner-  Companions, we have  passed  the  first 
guard,  and will make  an  alarm  at  the  Second Veil.  (Stamps on 
the floor, as  before 

Master of Second  Veil-Who  comes there?  Who  dares  approach 
this  Second  Veil of our  sacred  Tabernacle? 

Principal  Sojourner-Three weary sojourners from Babylon,  who 
have  come to  assist  in  rebuikling  the  house of the  Lord,  without 
the hope of fee  or  reward. 

Veil? 
Master of Second Veil-How do you expect  to  enter  the  Second 

tion of the  Master of the  First Veil. 
Principal Sojourner-By the words,  sign, and  word of exhorta- 



ROYAL ARCH, OR SEVENTH DEGREE 237 
Master of Second Veil-Give them. 
Principal  Sojourner-Shem,  Ham,  and  Japhet. (Gives the  sign 

of casting  down a cane  and  taking it up by the end, as before 
explained.) 

Master of Second  Veil-They  are  right. You have  my  per- 
mission to  enter  the  Second Veil. 

The  candidates,  led by the Principal  Sojourner,  pass in. 

RQ. 34 Fro. 35 

8IQN OF TRE MASTER OF TIIE SIQN OF THE MASTER OF THE 
SECOND VEIL THIRD VEIL 

Master of Second  Veil-Three  Most  Excellent  Masters you must 
have been, or  thus  far you could not  have  come; but farther you 
cannot  go without  my  words,  sign, and word of exhortation. My 
words  are  Shem,  Japhet,  and  Adoniram; my sign  is this: (thrust- 
ing  his  hand in his bosom);  it  is  in imitation of one  given  by  God 
to Moses, when He  commanded  him  to  thrust his hand  into his 
bosom, and,  taking  it out, it became as leprous as snow. My word 
of exhortation  is  explanatory of this sign, and is found in the 
writings of Moses, viz., fourth  chapter of Exodus: 

“And  the  Lord  said  unto Moses, Put now thine hand into thy 
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bosom.  And  he  put his hand  into his bosom;  and when he  took 
it out, behold, his h m d  \vas leprous  as snow,” &c. 

P~incipal Sojourner-Cornparlions, we will  pass on, and make 
an  alarm  at  the  Third Veil. (Stamps  nine  times.) 

AIaster of the  Third Veil--M’ho comes  there? \Tho dares  ap- 
proach  this  Third Veil of our  sacred  Tabernacle? 

who have  come  to  assist  in  the  rebuilding of the  house of the 
Principal Sojuurner-Three  weary sojourners  from  Eabylon, 

Lord, without  the  hope of fee  or  reward. 
blaster of Third Veil-How do you expect  to  enter? 

tion of the Xlaster of the  Second Veil. 
Principal Sojourner-By the  words,  sign, and  word of exhorta- 

blaster of Third Veil-Give them. 
Principal Sojourner-Shem, Japhet,  and  Adoniram.  (Thrusts 

Master of Third Veil-They are  right. You can  enter  the 

The candidates  enter. 
illaster of Third  Veil  (to  candidates).-Three TvIost Excellent 

Masters you must  have  been,  or  thus far you could  not have come. 
But you cannot go farther  without m y  words,  signs, and word of 
exhortation. My words  are,  Haggai,  Joshua,  and  Zerubbabel. 
hly sign is this: (holds out a tumbler of water,  and  pours  out  a 
little  on the floor.)  It is in imitation of one given by God  to 
Moses, when he  commanded  him  to  pour  water  upon  the  dry 
land,  and it became  blood. My word of exhortation is explanato y 
of this  sign, and is found in the writings of Moses, viz., the  fourth 
chapter of Exodus: 

“And it shall  come to pass, if they will not  believe in the two 
former  signs,  thou  shalt  take of the  water of the  river  and pour 
it upon the  dryland;  and  the  water  shall  become blood upon the 
dry  land.” 

Xlaster of Third Veil-I also  present you  with the Signet of 
Truth, which is that of Zerubbabel.  (Presents a triangular  piece 
of metal, with ZER-UEBA-BEL  engraved  on  it.) 

Principal  Sojourner  (to  candidates). - Companions,  we  have 
now passed  the  Third  Veil:  let us make  an  alarm  at  the  Fourth. 
(Stamps  as  before.) 

Royal Arch Captain-Who  comes  there?  Who  dares  approach 
the  Fourth  Veil of our  sacred  Tabernacle,  where  incense  burns, 
day  and night, upon the  holy altar? \17ho are you, and  what  are 
your  intentions? 

Principal  Sojourner-Three  weary  sojourners  from  Babylon, 
who have  come  up  thus  far  to  aid  and  assist in the noble and 

his hand  into his bosom as hIaster o f  Second  Veil  had  done.) 

Third Veil. 
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glorious work of rebuilding  the  house of the  Lord,  without  the 
hope of fee or reward. 

Royal  Arch  Captain-How  do you expect  to  enter  this  Fourth 
Veil of our  sacred  Tabernacle? 

t;on of the  Master of the  Third Veil. 
Principal Sojourner-By the  words,  sign,  and word of exhorta- 

Royal  Arch  Captain-Give  them. 
Principal  Sojourner--Haggai,  Joshua,  and  Zerubbabel.  (Pours a 

little  water from a tumbler, or cup,  upon  the floor, for the sign.) 
Royal  Arch  Captain-They  are  right. You have m y  permission 

to  enter  the  Fourth Veil. 
’Ihe Veils are now drawn  aside,  and  the  candidates  enter  amid 

a dazzling light, and  behold  the  High  Priest,  King,  and  Scribe 
sitting  in  Grand  Council. The light  is  usually made by igniting 
gum  camphor in an urn  upon  the  altar. 

Royal  Arch  Captain-Three Most Excellent  Masters you must 
have  been, or thus  far you  could  not  have  come. 1 will present 
you to  the Grand Council. (Stamps  his  foot  nine  times.) 

High Priest-Who  comes  here? 
Principal  Sojourner-Three  weary  sojourners  from  Babylon, 

who have  come  up  thus  far  to  aid  and  assist in rebuilding  the 
hause of the  Lord,  without  the  hope of fee or reward. 

Eligh Priest-Have  you the  signet of Zerubbnbel? 
Principal  Sojourner-We  have.  (Presents  the  signet  given  him 

by  Master of Third  Veil.) 
High Priest  takes it, and  reads  from  the  second  chapter of 

Haggai : 
“ln  that  day will I take  thee, 0 Zerubbabel, my servant,  the 

son of Shealtiel,  snith  the  Lord,  and will make  thee a signet:  for 
I have  chosen  thee.” 

High Priest (to King, showing him the signet).-Companion, a re  
you satisfied  that  this i s  the  signet of Zerubbabel? 

Most Excellent,  that it  is. 
King  (taking  the  signet,  and  scrutinizing it).-I am satisfied, 

High  Priest  (showing  signet  to Scribe).-Companion  Scribe, 
think you  this is the  true  signet of Zerubbabel? 

Scribe (looking shrewdly a t  it).-I am satisfied that  it is, Most 
Excellent. 

High  Priest  (drawing  signet  across  his  forehead,  in  imitation 
of the  penalty,  see Fig. %+.--Signet  of Truth,  and  Holiness  to 
the  Lord! 

‘The King  and  the  Scribe,  each  in  turn,  puts his hand  to  his 
forehead,  repeating-Holiness  to the Lord. 

High Priest  (to  candidates).-It is the  opinion of the  Grand 
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Council, that you have  presented  the  true  signet of Zerubbabel. 
But,  owing  to  difficulties having  arisen from the  introduction of 
strangers  among  the  workmen,  none  are  allowed to undertake 
in the  noble  and  glorious work,  but the  true  descendants of the 
twelve  tribes.  It  is  necessary you should  be very particular  in 
tracing your genealogy. Who  are you, and  what  are your intend 
tions? 

Principal  Sojourner-We are  your own kindred,  the  descendants 
of those  noble  families of Giblemites, who wrought so hard  at  the 
building of the first Tmlple.   We have  been  regularly  initiated  as 
Entered  Apprentice Masons, passed  to  the  Degree of Fellow 
Craft,  raised  to  the  sublime  Degree of Master hlason, advanced 
to  the  honorary  Degree of Mark Master, presided  as  Master in 
the  chair,  and  at  the  completion  and  dedication of the  Temple 
were  acknowledged  as Most Excellent  Masters. We were  present 
a t  its  destruction by Nebuchadnezzar,  and  by him were  carried 
away  captives to Babylon;  where we remained  servants  to him 
and  his  successors  until  the  reign of Cyrus,  King of Persia,  by 
whose  proclamation  we  were  liberated,  and  have  come up thus 
far  to  aid  and  assist in the  noble  and  glorious  work of rebuilding 
the  house of the  Lord,  without  the  hope of fee or reward. 

High  Priest-Let the  captives  be  unbound,  and  brought  to light. 
Companion  King, I think  we  had  better  employ  these  sojourners. 
They  look  like  good  hardy  men;  just  such  men  as we want  about 
the building. What say  you? 

King-It is  my  opinion,  Most Excellent,  that  they  are very  ex- 
pert workmen. I wish they  might be examined. 

High  Priest-What  is your opinion, Companion  Scribe? 
Scribe-If they  can  satisfy us they  are  Free Masons, I shall be 

High  Priest-You say you are  Entered  Apprentice Masons. 

The  three  candidates  give  the sims of Entered  Apprentice. 

in  favor of employing  them  immediately. 

Satisfy the  Grand Council. 

(See Figs. 1 and 2, pp. 17, is.) .. 
High  Priest  (to  King  and  scribe).^-Companions, are you satis- 

fied? 
The  King  bows  gracefully,  and  the  Scribe  answers, We  a re  

satisfied, Most Excellent. 
High  Priest  (to  candidates).-The  Grand Council are satisfied 

that you are  Entered  Apprentice Masons. Have you been ad- 
vanced  to  the Fellow  Craft’s Degree? 

p. 17), when  the High Priest  asks  his  companions of the  Grand 
Candidates  give  the Fellow Craft  signs  (see Figs. 3 and 4, 

Council if they are satisfied, as  before,  and  then informs the 
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candidates  that  the  Grand  Council  approves  them as true Fellow 
Crafts,  &c. 

The  same  questions  and  answers  are  given  in  like  manner  as 
to  each  Degree,  up  to  and  including  that of Most Excellent Mas- 
ter, and  the  candidates give all  the  signs of those  Degrees  to  the 
Grand Council  in detail. 

High Priest  (after  consultation with the  King  and Scribe).- 
Companions, we are satisfied that you are  three worthy Most Ex- 
cellent  Masters. As such, we will employ you on  the  Temple. 
What  part of the  work will you undertakeP 

Principal  Sojourner-We will take  any service, however  servile 
or dangerous, for the  sake of forwarding so great  and  noble an 
undertaking. 

High  Priest  (to  Royal  Arch Captain).-You  will furnish  them 
with the  working tools, and  direct  them to repair  to  the  northeast 
corner of the  ruins of the  old  Temple, with orders  to  remove  the 
rubbish,  preparatory  to  laying  the  foundation of the new  Temple. 
Advise  them  to  carefully  preserve  every  thing of service to the 
craft  that  falls  in  their way, and  bring  it  to  the  Grand Council. 

The  candidates  are  presented,  one with a  pickaxe,  one with a 
crow, and  the  other  with  a shovel, which  are  generally  made of 
wood, and  kept  for  the  purpose  in  the  Lodge or Chapter. 

WOR?3XQ TOOLS OB A ROYAL ARCH U S O N  

Each  candidate  shoulders  his  working tools and follows the 
Principal  Sojourner  (to  the candidates).-Follow  me. 

Principal  Sojourner,  going  single file tP a corner of the  room 
where a quantity of blocks or bricks  are  scattered  around.  These 

which they  pull up. and find it shaped  like  a  keystone of an  arch. 
they stir up a  little,  when  they  come  to a ring in a  trap-door, 

Each  one  examines  it,  and  then  looks  down  the  trap,  when  the 
Principal  Sojourner  suggests  that  it  be  at  once  taken up  to the 
Grand Council. He  then  leads  the  candidates  back. 

before  this  Grand  Council? 
High Priest-Companion  King, have you further  business  to  lay 

King-I have nothing,  Most Excellent. 
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High  Priest (to Scribe).-Have you any thing,worthy  companion? 
Scribe-I  know of nothing,  >lost  Excellent. 
High  Priest-I  know of nothing, unless the  workmen from the 

ruins have  articles  for  inspection. l h e  workmen will please  come 
forward and give an  account of their labors. 

Principal Sojourner-Most Excellent, in pursuance of orders of 
this Grand Council. we repaired to the ruins  and  commenced  our 
labors. After  laboring  several days, we discovered what seemed 
a rock,  but on  striking it  with a crow it  gave a hollow sound,  and 
upon closer examination we discovered in it an  iron ring, h y  help 
of which we succeeded in removing it  from  its place,  when we 
found  it  to be  the  keystone of an  arch,  and  through  the  aperture 
there  appeared  to  be  an  immense  vault, curiously arched. W e  
have brought  this  keystone up, that  it  may be  examined  by  the 
Grand Council. 

High Priest-You will present it. 
Principal  Sojourner  presents  the  keystone, or trap. 
High  Priest  (looking closely at it).-Companion King,  this is a 

very valuable discovery indeed.  It  must  be a keystone of a  Mark 
Master  Mason. 

King-I think  that is the  stone wrought by our  Grand  Master, 
Hiram Abiff. 

Hirh  Priest-What  think vou of it. CornDanion ScribeP 

Master,  Hiram Abiff. 
Scribe-It  is undoubtedly  the  stone  &ought by our Grand 

High  Priest  (drawing  the  keystone  across  his  forehead,  and 
giving the sign).-The keystone  of a Mark  Master!  Holiness to 
the  Lord. 

King and  Scribe  do  and  say  the  same. 
High Priest (to candidates).-This is a very  valuable  discovery 

indeed. No doubt it  will lead to some  important  treasure, of in- 
estimable  value  to  the  craft.  Are you willing  to pursue your 
labors,  and  endeavor to penetrate  this  secret  vault? 

t o  the  risk of our lives. 
Principal  Sojourner  (after consulting  candidates).--We are,  even 

High  Priest-Go;  and  may  the  God of your  fathers be with 
you. Preserve  every  thing  that falls in your way. 

The  Principal  Sojourner  returns with the  candidates to the 
place  where  they lifted the  trap,  and they there  consult  together 
as to who shall  descend into the  vault.  One of the  candidates 
agreeing  to go,  they  put a rope  seven  times  around his body, 
leaving two long  ends.' 

1 Candidates nt the present day usually descend the vault by means of a  ladder. 
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Principal  Sojourner  (to  candidate who is about  to  descend).- 

Should you wish to descend  still  lower, pull the  rope in your  left 
Companion,  it is necessary you should  take a little  precaution. 

hand: i f  you wish to  ascend, pull that in your  right  hand. 
Two  companions  take  hold of each  end of the  rope,  letting the 

canditl.Lte down  eight  or  ten  feet,  to  another  trap-door,  where he 
finds three slnzll trying  squares;  and,  giving  the  signal of ascend- 
ing, is drawn up.‘ 

Each  candidate  taking a square,  they  repair  to  the  Grand 
Council. As they  present  themselves,  the  High  Priest  reads  the 
following, passage  from  the  fourth  chapter of Zechariah: 

“This IS the word of  the  Lord  unto  Zerubhabel,  saying, Not  by 
might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  spirit. Who  art thou, 0 great 
mountain?  Before  Zerubbabel  thou  shalt  become a plain, and  he 
shall  bring  forth  the  headstone  thereof  with  shoutings, crying, 
Grace,  grace  unto  it.  hloreover,  the  word of the  Lord  came  unto 
me, shying, The  hands of Zerubbabel  have  laid  the  foundation of 
this  house;  his  hands  shall  also finish it; and thou shalt know that 
the  Lord of hosts  hath  sent  me  unto you. For who hath  despised 
the clay of small  things?  For  they  shall  rejoice,  and  shall see the 
plummet  in  the  hand of Zerubbabel u.ith those  seven.” 

business for the  Grand  Council? 
High Priest  (to  the King).-Companions, have you any  further 

King-I have  nothing, Most Excellent. 
High  Priest  (to  Scribe).-Have you any thing,  worthy com- 

Scribe-Nothing, Most Excellent. 
High Priest-I know of nothing,  unless  the  workmen  from  the 

ruins have  something  for  our  inspection. 
Principal  Sojourner-We  have  examined  the  secret  vault, hlost 

Excellent,  and  here is what we have  found in it. (Presenting  the 
three  trying  squares.) 

High Priest  (drawing  one of the  squares  across  his  forehead). 
-The  jewels of our  ancient  Grand  Masters, King  Solomon, 
Hiram, King of Tyre,  and  Hiram Abiff! Holiness  to  the  Lord. 

The King and  the  Scribe  each  take  one  and  imitate  the High 
Priest. 

High Priest  (to  candidates).-Are you willing to  continue  your 
labors,  and  still  further  penetrate  this  secret  vault? 

panion? 

Arrh, the Sermtll iu To1.1; Mnsonry. Ex3 l t~1I  I n ( m u F  elevotrd or l i f ted up, and is 
1 A candidate is said to br EXALTED, when Ire receivcs the PP~TPP of Holy Royal 

applicohle tmth t n  n pcclaliar c’erwnony of the  Iltyree, n n d  tn  the fact that  this 
Degree,  in the rite  iu whicli i t  is practised,  constitutes  thesumurit  ofmcieut Mnsoury. 
-L,ezieon. 
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Principal Sojourner--We are,  even  to  the  risk of our liyles 
High Priest-Go; and  may  the  God of your  fathers  be  with 

you; and  remember  that  your  labors  shall  not go unrewarded. 
The Principal  Sojourner  leads  the  candidates  back  as  before, 

and winds the  rope  round  one of them, uho  is let  down the tl.np, 
still further down than  before,  where  he  finds  the Ark, rhen  he 
gives thc signal and is drawn  up. 

’The party  immediately  return to the  Grand  Council,  two of 
them  carrying  the  Ark,  where  they  present  themselves in the 
same  manner  as  before,  and  the  High  Priest  directs then1 to  come 
forward and give an  account of their  labors. 

Principal Sojourner-Most Excellent,  in  pursuance of your  orders, 
we repaired  to  the  secret  vault,  and  let down one of our  com- 
panions. The  sun a t  this  time was at  its  meridian  height,  the 
rays of which enabled  him  to  discover  a  small  box, or chest, 
standing  on  a  pedestal,  curiously  wrought,  and  overlaid  with  gold. 
On  discovering  it, he involuntarily  found  his hand  raised in this 
position  (giving the sign as shown in Fig. :X), to  guard  his  eyes 
from the  intense  light  and  heat  reflected  from it .  The  air  be- 

mediately  drawn out. W e  have  brought  this  chest up for the 
coming offensive, he  gave  the  signal  for  ascending,  and  was i m -  

exanlination of the  Grand  Council. 

King, this is the  Ark of the  Covenant of God. 
High Priest  (looking  with  surprise at  the Ark).-Companion 

King  (looking at it).-It is undoubtedly  the  true  Ark of the 
Covenant,  hlost  Excellent. 

Scribe (looking a t  the Ark).-That is also  my  opinion. 
High  Priest  (taking  the Ark).-Let us open it, and  see  what 

valuable  treasure it may  contain.  (Opens the Ark, and  takes out 
a hook.) 

High  Priest  (to King).-Companion, here is a very  ancient- 
looking  book;  what  can it be?  Let us read in it. (Reads first 
three  verses of first chapter of Genesis:) 

“In  the  beginning,  God  created  the  heaven  and  the earth,” &c. 
After  reading  these  verses,  the High Priest  turns  over  to  Deutero- 

nomy XXXI., and  reads  from  the 24th to  the 26th verses,  as follows: 

the words of this law in a book,  until  they  were finished, that 
“:Ind it came  to pass, when  3Ioses had  made an end of writing 

hIoses commanded  the  Levites.  which  bare  the  Ark of the  Covenant 
of the  Lord,  saying,  Take  this  book of the la\\., and  put it in the 
side of the  Ark of the  Covenant of the  Lord  your  God,  that  it 
may  be  there for a nitness  against  thee.” 

The High  Priest  then  turns  back to Exodus XXV., and  reads  the 
21st verse, as follows: 
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* 

1 
EMBLEMS O F  TIIE ROYAL ARC11 DEORBE 

1. T h e  Keystone. 2. Thr Three Jewels of the Ancient Grand Mnstem. 3. The 
Ark. 4.  Book of the Law. 5 .  Pot  of M a m a .  6 .  Aarou’a Rod. 7 .  The Key. 8.Orand 
O~unific Word. 
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“And thou shalt put the  mercy-seat  above  upon  the Ark; 
and in the Ark thou shalt put the  testimony  that I shall  give 
thee.” 

High Priest-This is a book of the law-long lost, hut now 
found. Holiness to the  Lord.  (He  repeats  this  again, twice.) 

King-A book of the law-long lost,  but now found. Holiness 
to the  Lord! 

Scribe  repeats  the  same. 
High Priest  (to  candidates).-You  now  see  that  the world is 

indebted to Masonry for the  preservation of this sacred volume. 
Had  it  not  been for the  wisdom  and  precaution of our ancient 
brethren, this, the only remaining copy of the law, would have 
been  destroyed  at  the  destruction of Jerusalem.’ 

1 The fonndatims of the  Temple  acre  opened and cleared from the  accumulation 
of ruljbixh, th;lt a 1i.vel Site might he procured for t h e   c o n ~ u ~ c o c ~ n ~ r n t  of t h r  buildinp. 
JVhiIe P I I ~ : I ~ W ~  in e x e a v a ~ i o ~ ~ s  for this purpose, three j o r l u n d e  sq’oumcrs are said to 
have  diwovcrcd ollr atIci(?llt stone of foundation,  which !lad been  dcyosited  in the 
secret crypt 11y \Vi>do~n,  Strength.  and  Beauty, to prrrcu:  the  .coulmuniatioo of 
invAkhle wcrcts  to prufxue or unworthy  persons. T h e  discovvry having  bwn COUI- 
munieatd  to  thr pri~icc, pricst, and propllet of tbe  Jews,  tbr  stouc was adoplrd as 
the  chicf  corner-s~one a f  the  re-edjfied  building; and thuq  bawme, in a new and  ex- 
prrssiw senie, the type of a nwre  excellent  dispensutitin. A n  avenue was also 
accidentally  discurared, supported by sevrn  pairs of pillars, perfvct and  entire,  which, 
from  their  situation, hag1 escxped t l lc  fury of the  flau~cs that  had  consltmed  the 
Temple, nnd the desulntiu~~ of war which had destroyed  the  city.  This  swret mult, 
which had becm huilt hy Solonlon as a wcure depository for crrtain valnablr secrcts, 
that wor~ld inevitably llaoe licen lost without  some such cxpedient for their  preserva- 
tion,  con~runnicatrd by a subterrnnean avwue  with  the  King’s palace: bnt at the dc- 
struction of Jerusalem, the entrance  having  been c>loseil by the rlltlbish of falling 

fuundntiuns of the   Sauct~~m  Pau<, toru~o.  A carefd inrpection  was tllen nladn, 
buildings,  it had been nuw discovered by the appearance of a kystmle among the 

nnd the invalunlle eecrcts we10 placed in safe custody.-llisluracul Landmarks, 
vol. 11. p. 434. 

In  preparing the foundations, as a e  are tohl by  the Jewish Rabhins,  the  aorkrneo 
disrorcred a subterranean vault or cnrity, supported by seven pairs of pillnrs sup- 
portillg so wnup arclles. This vault, n t  the destructiou of Jrrusaleru,  having  been 
lillcd with  the  rnlhish of the  building. escaped n h ~ x v a t i o n ,  a n d  NYRS indicntcd 
nt the  present  pmiod by the diacovt,ry of a L ~ ! y s t o ~ o  nnrong t l ~  fmindntions. Tlre 
Rabbins  add,  that Joui:lh, f n r ~ ~ e i n i :  the  destruction of the  Temple,  conltxmded the 
Levitesi to  dcposit  the Ark of the Covcnant in t h l s  mutt,  where i t  WRS f o ~ ~ u d  by m u e  
of Zerubhahrl’s  worklnrn. Hut thwe  is  no  grolind for this  brlipf; for if the swret of 
the vault had t w n  known  to .Josiah, it nlrist have hrru known also to his idolntrorta 
prcdece~sors. wlln ao~ild douhtlrss have I,lrrndered i t  of its valuable  contrmts, and er- 
p o d  thenl to the vorld,  in  contempt o f  the true (hd  to wbnti, they  rrlerred, and 
whorl1 thrsn ilegrncrate n~onnrehs had wholly r ~ n o i ~ n c r d .  Tt is rnll(,il nlore prul~nl~l(~, 
thnt in thc 1attc.r  ?wars of Solomon,  when Ile had nl~n,tst, for-yottcn (;od, his  visits to 
this vatlit a e w  d i s m n t l n ~ ~ r d ,  ami t h e  ~ut ranr r  br.inp.  rikriorrciy eonr%rled a n ~ n u p  the 
c:tvc,r~~s  ilmdernrath his palacc,  the wcrr t  (lied nit11 iiiln. n!k:l t l ~ c  c o m ~ ~ ~ u r ~ i r a t i o o  was 
forevcr closed. It I S  cr-rtain,  holrever, if  the traditiiirl of this r a d t  he. rorrwt, that 
f t vdrk  i , j the ?ur;ewant lcas no t  fmnd in it; fur it I T ~ J   on^ <bf thr invaluable gifts of (+od 
which tile secolld Ternplr did not contaiu. and wnwq\It-ntlp  it  could  nut l w e  been 
presetTed by Jusiah. --Iiistvricnl Landmarks, 701. 11. p. 436 .  
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High Priest  (taking a little pot out of the Ark).-Companion 

book of the hw, and see what that says: (Reads, E~coh~s XVI. 
King, what can  this be? a pot of manna?  We will read in the 

“And  Moses said,  This is the  thing which the  Lord  commandeth: 
Fill an  omer of the  manna to be  kept for  your generations,  that 
they may  see  the  bread wherewith 1 have fed you in the wilder- 
ntss,  when  1  brought you forth from the  land of Egypt. And Moses 
said unto  Aaron, Take  a pot, and  put  an  omer full of manna 
therein,  and  lay  it up before  the  Lord,  to  be  kept for  your genera- 
tions. As the  Lord  commanded Moses, so Aaron  laid  it up before 
the  testimony, to  be  kept  for a token.” 

32-34,) 

High  Priest-A Pot of Manna!  Holiness  to  the  Lord! 
King-A  Pot of hlanna!  Holiness  to  the  Lord! 
Scribe  repeats  the  same. 
High Priest-Companions, we read in the  book of the law, that 

he that  overcometh, will I give to eat of the  hidden  manna.  Come 
forward, Companions, you are  entitled  to it. (Each  one  receives 
a small lump of sugar.)  But  how  it  came  deposited  here, we 
cannot now particularly  speak. You must  go  higher  in Masonry 
before you can  know. 

The  IIigh  Priest looks again  into  the  Ark,  and finds a  stick with 
some buds upon  it,  which he shows  to the King and  Scribe,  and 
after a  consultation,  they  decide  that  it is Aaron’s  Rod,  and  the 
fact is thus  proclaimed  in  the  same  manner as the discovery of 
the manna. 

High Priest  then  reads  the following passage,  Numbers XVII. 10: 
“And  the  Lord  said  unto Moses, Bring Aaron’s rod  again  before 

And  also, Hebrews IX. 2-5:  
“For there was a tabernacle  made:  the  first,  wherein was the 

candlesticks,  and  the  table,  and  the  shew-bread, which  is called 
the sanctuary:  and  after  the  second veil, the  tabernacle, which 
is called  the  Holiest of all; which had  the  golden  censer,  and  the 
ark of the  covenant,  overlaid  round  about with gold;  wherein 
W;IS the  golden pot that  had  manna;  and Aaron’s rod, that 
budded,  and  thc  tables of the  covenant;  and  over  it  the  cherubim 
of glory,  shadojving  the  mercy  seat; of which  we cannot  now 
speak  particularly.” 

Looking  aglin  into  the  Ark,  the High Priest  takes  out  four 
pieces of paper, which he  examines closely, consults with the 

the testimony, to be  kept for a  token.” 
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King and  Scribe,  and  then  puts  together, so as to  show a key to 
the ineffable characters of this  Degree: 

# X # > (  
KIEY TO THE  INEFFDLE CHAUCTEBS 

The key to  the ineffable characters,  or Royal Arch  Cipher, 
alluded  to  above,  consists of right  angles, in various  situations, 
with the  addition of a dot. By transposition,  it forms twenty-six 
distinct  characters,  corresponding with the  twenty-six  letters of 
the  English  alphabet.  There  are two methods of combining  these 
characters for secret  correspondence.  One  method is to  call the 
first  sign, , a;  the  second, , 6; the  third, , c ;  and so on, reading 
from  left  to  right,  thus: 

a b c  d e  f g h  i j k l m  

n o p q  r s t  u v w x y z  

The second way to read  the  alphabet is as follows: 

The  upper  left  angle  without a dot is a; the  same with a dot 

High Priest  then  reads  Exodus VI. 2, 3: 
“And  God  spake  unto Moses, and  said  unto him, I am  the 

Lord:  and I appeared  unto  Abraham,  unto  Isaac,  and  unto Jacob, 
by the  name of God  Almighty;  but by my name  Jehovah was I 
not  known to them.” 

is 6, &c. 
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After  examining  the  Key, he proceeds  to  read, by the  aid of it, 
the  characters  on  the  four  sides of the Ark. 

High Priest  (reading first  side).-Deposited in the  year  three 
thousand.  Second side-By Solomon, King of Israel.  Third  side 
-Hiram,  King of Tyre,  and  Hiram Abiff. Fourth  side-For 
the  good of hlasonry,  generally,  but  the  Jewish  nation  in  parti- 
cular.’ 

High Priest  (to  candidates).-Companions, here are three mys- 
terious  words,  in a triangular  form, upon the  Ark, which, when 
first found, were  covered with three  squares,  the  jewels of our 
three  ancient  Grand  hlasters;  and  from  this  circumstance,  we 
supposed  it  to  be  the  long-lost  hlaster hlason’s word;  and,  on  ap- 
plying  our Key to it, it  proved  our  suspicions  to b e  correct.  It  is 
the  name of Deity in three  languages, viz., Chaldaic,  Hebrew  and 
Syriac, which is the  long-lost  Master Mason’s word, or Logos, and 
has now become  the  Grand Omnific Royal  Arch  word. 

It is the  divine Logos, or  Word,  to  which  reference is had in 
John (I. 1-5): 

“In the  beginning was the  word  (Logos),  and  the  word was with 
God, and  the  word was God; the  same was in the  beginning with 
God:  all  things  were  made  by  him,  and  without him was not  any 
thing  made  that was made; in him was  life, and  the life was the 
light of men:  and  the light  shineth  in  darkness,  and  the  darkness 
comprehended i t  not.” 

This word  was anciently  written only in  these  sacred  characters, 

by  the  death of Hiram  AbiK was found  again at  the  building of 
and  thus  preserved  from  one  generation  to  another. It was lost 

the  Temple,  and will now b e  given  to  you;  and you  will remember 
the  manner you receive it, and  that you have  sworn  never  to  give 
it to  others  except  in  that  particular  manner. 

The candidates,  instructed  by  the  Principal  Sojourner, now 
learn  the  Grand Omnific Royal  Arch  Word, as follows: 

Each  one  takes  hold  with his right  hand of the  right  wrist of 
his  companion  on  the  left,  and with his left hand  takes  hold of 
the left wrist of his  companion  on  the  right.  Each  one  then 

ancient Masotr it1 the presellce of a modern Mason, wilhout  the latter knowing 
1 The nuthor of Ahiman Raxon h39 stated that he could convey  hls  mind to an 

whether either of tlleut  mere Masons. He further  asserted that he was  able,  with a 
few  Masonic impletuents, i .  e . ,  two aquares  nnd a  common gavel or hammer, to convey 

ful and intelligent l’reemnson of the  ancient order, without  speaking, writing,  or noise; 
any word  or sentence of his  own, or the  immediate dictations of a  atranuer, to a skil- 

and thnt to nny  distance, whpn the pnrties  can see enrh other, and  at  the Balm time 
be able to  diptlnplish sqltarea from circles. This Yasollic nysteru of cipher-writing is 
now well understood.-Origin of tlm English Royal Arch, p. 42. 
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places his right foot forward with the hollow in front, so that 
the toe touches  the heel of his companion on the  right.  This is 
called “three times three;” that is, three nght feet fol-min,rr a 
triangle,  three left hands fot-rning a trlatlgle, and three  rlght 
hands  forming a triangle. l ’hey  bnlance i n  the  same manner, 
and  then, with hands  raised, rcpeat the wotds Jali-buh-lun,  Je-ho- 
vah, G o  d, at low breath, as described  before. ( S e e  pp. 224.25, 
Fig. 32.j’ 

1 The Worn of the Royal Arch  Degree, as worked in  England,  is Juo-Bul-On. 
“Marrobin.i, in his SntllrnnliR (lib. I .  l a ) ,  says  tbnt  it was U I I  admitted  axiom 

among  the  heat i~m, tlmt  the  tlilitrral  JAH,  or  rather 1 A I 2 ,  tiaa the sacred name  of 
the  Supreme God. And the C l a r ~ i ~ n  oracle, which WRS of L I I I ~ ~ I O W I I  mliquity,  being 
asked n h ~ c h  of the  deities was lrarned IASI, answered  in  tilrse I I I C U I O I . ~ ~ ~ ~  words: 

“‘Tite  initiated  are I,ollnd to concral  the m!.pterious secrets.  Learn  thou,  that 
IAS2,  is the  iircnt (:od S~tpr rme,  who ruleth OTW all.’ 

“Kow it  so  happens, thnt  in  tiw  gems o f  thc early Christinns we find  these  very 
letters, IAR, w h ~ c h  arc nn a b h r ~ ~ r i n l ~ o n  o f  the I ~ I U C  of .JEIIOYAH,  used as 3 IIIOIIO. 

exibting hefore t ~ m e  W R S ,  and  shall  exist when time Rhall be  no UIOTP I t  TTLI~ f i r i t  
gram to express the narue of thr Snviriur of mankind, who was thlts  rrprt,sclrted 1,s 

adopted by the  Eastern  Church,  and signified I ~ c o v ~ , A l . ~ a  O,urya,.Tcsus. Aiphn O r n r ~ a ,  
or in other  words:  Jesus,  the  First all13 the Lnsl.”-T/be Irlsigtziu of the l i e y d  
Arch, p. 32. 

with t l ~ ~ g e n e r a l r o n ~ t r u c t i o ~ ~  ofhinsnnry,  should  in~vehcen a t r i n d , ~ i o t o ~ ~ l y o f s y l I u l ~ i ~ s ,  
The Royal Arch Word to have  been  perfectly In keeping  with t l ~ e  Degree,  2nd 

bllt niso of letters. Our tmnsa~inntic  brrthren  have  seen  it  in  its  true l i ~ h t ;   h u t  tlrry 

coustruction be allotied, tu he orlhudox: 
have  corrected  the error unlenruediy. It ought to  have  been, If the  principle of its 

syriac Cltalde HiluEoo - ~ -  -__- 
The Insignia of I@ Royal Arch, p. 34. 

______ 

That is to say, instead of JAO-BuL-OX, or JAH-BCH-LL-N, Dr. Oliver snggests: 

Syn‘ac Chnldee H i n b  
JAO BEL AGN 

JAH BUL 
or 

AUM 
or or 

For at page 15 of The Insignia, he wrltea thus: 

member of the word ought to have been triliteral. , , . Among the Syrians,  the 
“But  tho  Royal  A4reh  Degree  is  founded  on the  number thrce, and  therefore  ench 

Chaideanr, the Phenicians  and  others,  tile ineffab!e name of the  Deity t i s8  Bel, Eal, 
Bul, Bad,   or  Bciio. . . , Again,  tile  Egyptians  and  Hindoos  reverenced On or Om, 
i .  e . ,  Aun, or Autn, us the name of  their  chief  Deity.” 

And vide Histwieal Landmnrks, TOi. 11. p. 649: 

Jao, 3ah, JelluvRh, and .Tow. I n  8 word, the letters of the name are  perisi~nl~le,  and 
“One says it was Jau,  another  thinka  it wn8 Jaoth,  a  third,  Java;  othcn,  Jnbn, 

the  pronunciation of little  118oment; bllt the Reing hinlseif  is  ineffable,  inromprrhrn- 

Jnh; by the Chkldenll?, the Phcpniciatta,  and the Celtoe, Bel or Bul;  and by the 
sible,  and tiorthv of our 11tn1o-t veneration. He  t ias  cnlled  by the  Romunr  dove, or 

Iudia~rs, Egyptians,  and Greeks, Om or On.” 
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The signs of this  Ilegree  are now given  to the candidates, as 
follo\vs : 

FiI-bt, raise the right hand to the forchead,  the  hand  and  arm 
hormontal, the  thumb  toward  the  forchead;  draw i t  briskly  across 
the fo~-ehe;*d, and  drop it perpendicu1,lrly by the side. This con- 
stitutes  the dueg.n~-d and slxn of t h i 5  Degree,  and  refers n o t  only 
to the penalty of t h e  obIig,1tion, hut alludes also to the  manner 
in whlch the  brother \vho desc-ended  into the vault, and found the 
Ark, fuund  his hands involuntarily  placed,  to  protect his head 

P I G .  36 

ROYAL ARC11 DUEGARD Ah’D S I G N  

E-11;. 31 

ROYAL ARCH G R A N D  I I A I L I N Q  SIGN1 

from the  rays of the  meridian  sun.  (See  Fig. 36.) This  sign 
must  be  given  to  the  High Priest, upon  entering  and  retiring 
from R Chapter. 

High Priest (placing  crowns  upon  the  heads of candidates).- 
Companions, you are now invested  with  all the important  secrets 

1 Thp c n n r l  hailin: sign is made hy locking the finpcrs of hot11 hands togrtker, 
and wrryiog tlrcln tu  thc l o p  of the head, the palma upward. Then let lbern drop 
to tho bidos. 
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of this  Degree,  and  crowned  and  received as worthy  Companions 
Royal Arch Masons. 

The  High  Priest  then  reads to them  from a book the  charge in 

Zerubbabel  and his associates,  who  rebuilt  the  Temple  by  order 
this  Degree, informing them  that  the  Uegree owes  its  origin  to 

of Cyrus, King of Persia. He likewise informs them  that  the dis- 
covery of the  secret  vault  and  the  inestimable  treasures, with the 
long-lost word,  actually  took  place in the  manner  represented in 
conferring  this  Degree,  and  that it is the  circumstance  upon which 
the  Degree is principally founded. 

The initiation  being  over,  the  High  Priest  begins  the closing 
lecture, which  is a repetition,  by  questions  and answers, of the 
opening of a  Chapter,  and  the  advancement of a companion  of 
this  Degree.  It  begins as follows: 

High  Priest  (to  Captain of the Host).-Are  you a Royal  Arch 
Mason? 

Captain-I am  that I am. 
High  Priest-How  shall I know you to  be a Royal  Arch  hlason? 
Captain of Host-By three  times  three. 
High  Priest-Where were  you made  a  Royal  Arch hIason? 
Captain of the  Host-In  a  just  and  legally  constituted  Chapter 

of Royal Arch  Masons, consisting of hlost Excellent  IIigh J’rlest, 
King and  Scribe,  Captain of the  Host,  Principal  Sojourner,  Royal 
Arch  Captain, and the  three  Grand  hfasters of the Veils, assembled 
in a  room or place  representing  the  ‘Tabernacle  erected b y  our 
ancient  brethren,  near  the  ruins of King  Solomon’s Temple. 

The High  Priest  continues his questions  as  to  the  station  and 
duties of each officer of the  Chapter,  and  every  particular  rela- 
tive to  the  organization  thereof,  the  initiation  or  advancement of 
candidates, &c. The Captain of the  Host  rehearses  or  descrilm 
the whole precisely as we have  given  it. These closing  lectures 
are  intended  to  perfect  members  in  the full understanding of 
each  Degree. 

After  the  lecture,  the  Chapter is closed in the  same  manner 
as  the  opening,  up  to  the  raising of the  Living  Arch.  The  coln- 
panions  join  hands by threes, in the  same  manner,  and  say  in 
concert; 

As we three  did  agree 

As we three  did  agree 

So we three  do  agree 

The  Sacred  Word  to  keep- 

The  Sacred U‘ord to  search; 

To close  this  Royal  Arch. 
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They  then  break,  and  the  High  Priest  reads  the following 
prayer: 

“By  the  wisdom of the  Supreme  High  Priest  may we be  directed, 
by his strength  may we be  enabled,  and by the  beauty of virtue 
may we be  incited  to  perform  the  obligations  here  enjoined upon 
us, to  keep  inviolable  the  mysteries  here  unfolded  to us, and in- 
variably  to  practise  all  those  duties  out of the  Chapter which are 
inculcated in it.” 

Companions-So  mote it be.  Amen. 
High Priest-I  now declare this Chapter of Royal  Arch  Masons 

closed.’ 
It is generally  conceded  by  Masonic  writers,  that  ancient Ma- 

sonry  closes with the  Royal Arch.  In an  edition of “The  Illustra- 
tions of hlasonry,” by  Mr. Preston,  published  in  London, 1829, the 
edi:or, Mr. Oliver, observes: 

“All  Degrees  beyond  the  Royal  Arch  ought  to  be  carefully 
separated  from  genuine Masonry, as  they  are mostly founded  on 
vague  and  uncertain  traditions,  which  possess  not  the  shadow of 
authority  to  recommend  them  to  our notice.”’ 

that  even  at that  period I entertained  considerable  doubts  on  the  point.  The  Degree 
1 At my first  exaltation, I mu taught  to  helieve it an ancient  degree;  but I confess, 

is too  incongruous to be  of  any  great  antiquity. It exhibits  too  many  evidences of 
modern  construction  to be received with  implicit  credence as a ceremony  practised  by 
the  ancient  Dionysiacs,  or even the loore modern colleges of Freemasons,  or con- 
fraternities of the  Middle Ages. The  earliest  mention of i t  In England  which I M 
fiud, Is in the  year l i + l ,  just one year  after  the  tritling  alteration,  snnctioned  by 
t l ~ e  modern G n n d  Lodge,  already  uentioned.-&igin of the English Royal Arch, 

2 The  fact is, the  grand o1uni6c (all-creating) lost wmd. it will be  seen in the 
scquel, tias eventually  found il l  a  vault  under  the  ruin8 of Solomon’s Temple;  and  the 
difficulty  was, rationally tu account for the  manner in which it got  there.  This, 
therefore,  is  the  grand  ohjcct of the Seleu Master’a Degree; and,  at  the  same  time, so 
tn locate the  word as synrholically to  represent ita archetype,  the nnn lost in  the in- 
ferior  hemisphere. For this purpose a history of the  order  was  manufactured  by  its 
founders, of tihich  the following is a sketch: 

ngreement  not to coufer the Ifaster’s Degree  until  the  Temple zhould be complrted; 
“The  three Grand  hlnsters,  at  the building of the  Temple, entered into a solemn 

that  all three  must be present  when  it  should he conferred, nnd if either  should be 
taken nway hy death  prior  to  the  finishing of the  Temple,  the  btaster’s  Degree 
should be lost. 

“After  this m i s e  arrangrment,  lest  the  knowledge of the  arts  and  sciences,  together 
with  the  pntterns  and  rnlual)le model.; which  were  contained  in the  Tenlple,  should 

most  retired  apartment, a d m  west mi~sp., and  ending  under  the sanctum s a w  
be  loot,  they  agreed  to  build  a scrret ~ ~ ~ l l l  under  ground,  lrading  from SO~O~OII ’S 

be   the  place  for  holding the  grand rorlncil, and also for a deposit of a true  copy of all 
torum of the  Temple, to be  divided  into nine separate  arches. The  ninth  arch was to 

those  things  which  were m t n i n n d  i n  the sawtlcm sanctmum above. 

those  things  which  wrre  importn~~t  to the craft,  such  as  the Ark of the  Covenant, a 
“ After the  ninth  arch wns colnl>lvted,  the  three  Grand  Mnsters  deposited  tberein 

pot of IIUIIIU, the rod of Aaron, the  book of the law, etc. 

pp. 19, 20. 
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They  then  break,  and  the  High  Priest  reads  the following 

prayer: 
“By the wisdom of the  Supreme  High  Priest  may  we be directed, 

by  his strength  may we be  enabled,  and by the  beauty of virtue 
may we be  incited  to  perform  the  obligations  here  enjoined  upon 
us, to keep  inviolable  the  mysteries  here  unfolded  to us, and in- 
variably  to  practise  all  those  duties  out of the  Chapter which are  
inculcated in  it.” 

Companions-So  mote  it  be.  Amen. 
High Priest-I now declare this Chapter of Royal  Arch  Masons 

closed.‘ 
It  is generally  conceded  by  Masonic  writers,  that  ancient Ma- 

sonry  closes with the  Royal  Arch.  In  an  edition of “The  Illustra- 
tions of Masonry,”  by Mr. Preston,  published  in  London, 1829, the 
editor,  hlr. Oliver, observes: 

“All  Degrees  beyond  the  Royal  Arch  ought  to  be  carefully 
separated from genuine Masonry, as  they  are  mostly  founded  on 
vague  and  uncertain  traditions,  which  possess  not the shadow of 
authority  to  recommend  them  to our notice.”’ 

that  even  at that  period I entertained  considerable  doubts  on  the  point.  Tho  Degree 
1 A t   m y  first  exaltation, I wpas taught to helieve it  an  ancient  degree:  but I confess, 

Is too  incongruous  to be of any  great  antiquity. It erhibits  too  many  evidenrea of 
modern  construction to be received with  implicit  cwdence  as a ceremony  practised  by 
the  nncient  Diouysiacs. or even the  more  modern collcges of Freemasons, or con- 
fraternities of the MiArlie Ages. The  earliest  mention of i t  In England  which I can 
find, is in  the  year 174’1, just  one  year  after  the  tri5ing  alteration,  snnctioned by 
the  modern Grand Lodge,  already  mentioned.-&igin of the English Royal Arch, 
pp. 19, 20. 

3 The  fact is, the  grand  o~unific (all-creutingl lost word, it will be  seen in the  
srqllel,  was  eventually  found i l l  a  vault  under  the  ruins of Solomon’s  Temple ; and  the 
dtfficulty  was, ratiol~ally to account  for  the  manner  in which it got  there.  This, 
titerefore, i s  t he  grand  ohjcct of the Select Master’a Degree; and, at the  same  time, so 
to locate the word a~ synlhoiically  to  represent its archetype,  the nun lost in the  in-  
ferior  hemicphere. For tllis pttrpose a history of t he  order wns manufactured  by  its 
founders, of which  the following is a sketch: 

nprrelnent  not to confer the Bfasler’s Degree  until  the  Temple zhouid he completed; 
“The  three Grand Blasters, a t   t he  buliding of the  Temple, entered into a solemn 

that all three  must he present  when  it  should be conferred, and if either  shot~ld be 
taken  away  hy  death prior to  the  finishing of the Temple,  the  Master’s Degree 
should  he lost. 

“After  this w i s e  arrangwnent, I d  the  knowledge of the  arts  and  sciences,  toprlher 
with  the  patterns  and  raltlalile models which  were  coutained  in the  Tenlple,  should 
be  loot,  they  agreed  to  build  a secret vault under  ground,  Irading  from SO~OIIIOII’S 
most  retired  apartment, a d w  west cuursc, and  ending  nndPr  the sanctum s a w  
torum of the  Temple, to be divlded into nine srparate arrhes. The  ninth  arch  was to 
be  the place  for  holding the  gralld council,  and also  for a deposit of a true copy of nil 
those  things  which  were m t n i n c d  in the sn?~&crn sanctorum above. 

those  things  which  were  in~portnut  to the craft,  such as the   Ark  of t he  Cove-t, (L 

I ‘  After  the  ninth  arch was con~pl?ted, the  three  Grand  3kstrr.v  deposited  therein 

pot of m a ,  the rod of Aaron, t he  book of the law,  etc. 
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The  additional  Degrees,  including  those  considered  legitimate, 
amount  to  upward of fifty. Thew  are founded  partly upon as- 
tronomical  principles,  agreeing w i t h  the an(-lent worship of the 
Egyptians, and  partly upon the  Hcbrew  and  Christian  doctl-ines. 

knights  are founded  on the Cl1rlhtl;rn knlghthoods  got u p  in the 
It  may  be remarked in gt.ncr,ll,  that  many of the  degrees of 

time of the  Crusades, in  the t lve l i th  c c n t u r y ;  and  that tlrc celc- 
monies  thereof are  an  imitation of tho%  supersutious  establish- 
ments. A former  Grand  High  Priest of the  Chapters in the  State 
of New York  informs  me,  that he initiated  a  French  gentleman 
into  the  Degree of Knight of Afalta, who told h i m  he was a men11,cr 
of the  ancient  order of that  name,  and  that  the  ceremonies  were 
very  similar. 

At the  time  those old knighthoods  were  founded,  “superstition 
mingled  in  every  public  and  private  action of life; in the  holy 
wars it  sanctified  the  profession of arms;  and  the  order of chivalry 
was  assimilated in its  rights and privileges  to  the  sacred  orders of 
priesthood. The  bath  and  the  white  garment of the  novice  were 
an  indecent  copy of the  regeneration of baptism;  hls  sword, which 
he offered on the  altar, was bleised by the  ministers of religion; 
his solemn  receptlon  was  preceded by fasts  and vigils; and  he  was 
created a knight in the  name of God, of St. George,  and of 
St. Mlchael  the  archan~el.”-liccs’s f‘yel. 

The emblem of the  Royal  Arch  Degree is called  the Triple Tau, 
and is a figure consisting of three  tau  crosses. It was  adopted  at 
Chicago, 1859, by the  General  Grand  Chapter of the  United 
States,  and is worn  printed on all  aprons of the  Royal  Arch 
Degree. 

LECTURE ON THE  SEVEKI‘H, OR ROYAL ARCH  DEGREE.- 
SECTION 

Quaslim. Are you a Royal  Arch  Mason? 
Answer. I am  that I am. 
Q. How shall I know you to be a Royal  Arch  Mason? 
A.  By three  times  three. 
0. Where  were you exalted  to  the  most  sublime  Degree of a 

Royal Arch Mason? 

sinated, and hy 11)s denth the hln5tct’s W’r>rrt was Iwt. T i w  t w o  Ling’ wcre wil l ing to 
“P r io r  to the completion of the Tcnlple, Grand Master Hinm Abi f f  was rims- 

do RII in tllcir power to presrrvr tlic. S<,o.ml fi.wd, ; u r d  as ti1r.y w t t i r l  rlotcoulnlklnirnte 

t ha t  i f  the otlter trCRcums were v v e r  l,roilglbt to l lgij t ,  tljv W’wd nliyljt Ite f m t i d  
i t  to n n y ,  by rPason of the dealh 01 I l t ~ x ~ n ,  t1~l.y nxrrwl  to 1,lare i t  111 Ill(. .sPrIet v n l l l f ,  

alno.”-l+llou~a’s l w p a r y  into the W g m ,  Histmy, ard  Puu,.purt of &‘recmonry, 
pp. 308, 309. 
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A. In a regularly  and  duly  constituted  Chapter of Royal  Arch 
Masons assembled in a place  representing a Tabernacle,  erected 
by our  ancient  brethren  near  the  ruins of King  Solomon's  temple. 

Q. How many  constitute a Chapter of Royal  Arch MasonsP 

cellent  High  Priest,  Excellent King, and  Scribe,  Captain of the 
A. Nine  Regular  Royal  Arch  hlasons-consisting of hlost  Ex- 

Host,  Principal  Sojourner,  Royal  Arch  Captain,  and  three  Masters 
of the veils. 

Q. Who  do  the  three  former  represent? 
A.  Those of our  ancient  brethren who formed  the first  Most 

Grand Council a t  Jerusalem, and  held their  meetings in a taber- 
nacle. 

Q. Who  did  the  three  latter  represent? 
A.  Those of our ancient  brethren, who directed  and  brought  to 

light  the  principal  secrets of this  Degree,  after  they  had  lain 
buried in darkness  from  the  death of our  Grand  Master  Hiram 
Abiff, until  the  erection of the  second  temple,  and  as a reward  for 
their zeal, fortitude  and  attachment  to  Masonry,  were  exalted  to 
become  the  three  Grand  hIasters of the veils. 

Q. How many  veils  were  they? 
A.  Four. 
&. What  were  their  colors? 
A. Blue, purple,  scarlet  and white. 
Q. What  does  blue  denote? 
A.  Friendship,  and  is  the  principal  color of a Master  Mason. 
Q. What  does  purple  denote? 
A. It  being  composed of blue  and  scarlet, it  is placed  before  the 

first and  third veils of the colors, to  denote  the  intimate  connection 
between  this  most  sublime  degree,  and  ancient  Craft  hlasonry. 

8. What  does  scarlet  denote? 
A. That  fervency  and  zeal  which  should  actuate  all  Royal  Arch 

Q. What  does  white  denote? 
A. That purity of life and  rectitude of conduct which should 

govern  all  those who seek  to  gain  admission  into  that  Sanctum 
Sanctorum,  or Holy of Holies. 

Masons, and is the  peculiar  color of this  Degree, 

Q. T o  whom do  the four veils allude? 
A. To  the four  tribes of the  children of Israel, who bore  the 

banners  through  the  wilderness, viz.: Judah,  Reuben,  Ephrnim and 
Dan,  emblematically  represented by the  strength of the  Lion,  the 
intelligence of the Man, the  patience of the Ox and  the  slviftness 
of the  Eagle. 
0. Where  were  the  veils  placed? 
A. At the  outer  courts of the  tabernacle. 
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Q. Why thereP 
A. To serve as a covering  for  the  tabernacle  and  stations  for 

Q. Why  were  guards  stationed  there? 
A. To take  special  pains  that  none  pass or repass,  except  such 

as were duly  qualified, as  none were permitted  to  enter  the 
presence of the Most Excellent  High  Priest,  Excellent King, and 
Scribe,  except  the  true  descendants of the twelve (12) tribes of the 
children of Israel. 

Q. How  did  the  children of Israel  make  themselves known to 
the several  guards? 

A. By  the  same words and  signs  given  by  God  to Moses. H e  
was commanded  to  conduct  the  children of Israel  out of the  land 
of Egypt from the  bands of bondage. 

the guards. 

SECOND SECTION 
Q. Where  were you prepared to be  exalted  to  the Most Sublime 

A. In  a  room  adjoining a. regular and duly constituted  Chapter 

Q. How were you prepared. 
A. I was divested of m y  outward  apparel, in a  working  posture, 

hoodwinked,  and a cable-tow  seven  times  around my body, accom- 
panied by two ( 2 )  brelhren  possessed of like qualifications,  in 
which  condition we were  conducted  to  the  door of the  Chapter, 
where a regular  demand was made by seven (7) distinct knocks. 

Q. To what do  the  seven (7) distinct  knocks  allude? 
A. To the  seventh  Degree of Masonry,  it being  that  upon which 

Q. What was said  to you from  within? 
A. Who comes  here? 
Q. Your answer? 
A. Three worthy brothers (or brethren) who have  been duly 

initiated,  passed  to  the  Degree of Fellow Craft,  raised  to  the 
Sublime  Degree of Master  Mason, advanced  to  the  Degree of 
Mark Master Mason, regularly  passed  the Chair-have been 
received  and  acknowledged  as Most Excellent Masters, and now 
wish further  promotion in  Masonry,  by being  exalted  to  the Most 
Sublime  Degree of a Royal  Arch Mason. 

degree of a Royal  Arch hlason? 

of Royal  Arch Masons. 

I was about  to  enter. 

Q. What were you then  asked? 
A. If it \vas an  act of my own free will and  accord, if I was 

worthy and well qualified, du ly  and truly prepared, if I had  made 
suitable proficiencies in the  preceding  Ilegree,  and was properly 
vouched  for-all of which being  answered in the affirmative, I was 
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asked by what further  right or  benefit I expected  to  obtain  this im- 
portant privilege. 

Q. Your answerP 
A.  By the benefit of the pass. 
Q. Give  the pass! 
A. Rabhoni. 
Q. What  does  it signify? 
A. Good  Master, or Most Excellent Master. 
Q. What was then  said to you? 
A. We were directed  to wait  until  the  Captain of the Host  could 

&. What was his  answer  when returned? 
A. Let  the  candidates  enter  and  be  received in due  and  ancient 

Q. How were you received  in a Chapter of Royal  Arch Ma- 

A.  Under a living arch. 
Q. Why  under  a living arch? 
A. To imprint upon my mind in the  most  solemn  manner  that 

the  principal  secrets of this  Degree  should  be  communlcated only 
under  a living arch. 

be informed of our  request,  and his answer  returned. 

form. 

sons? 

Q. How were you then  disposed  of? 
A.  We were  conducted  once  around  the  outer  courts of the 

tabernacle.  there  caused  to  kneel  at  the  altar  and  invoke a blessinp 
from Deity. 

disposed  of? 

., 
&. After invoking a blessing  from  Deity,  how  were you then 

A. We were  apain  conducted  around  the  outer  courts of the 
tabernacle,  wherg we were  met by the  Captain of the  Host, who 
demanded of us  who  comes  here, and what were  our  intentions. 

Q. Your answer? 
A. As at  the  door. 
Q. Of what did  the  Captain of the  Host inform you? 
A. That in pursuing our intentions, we should  be  under  the dis- 

agreeable  necessity of travelling  those  rough  and  rugged  paths, 
which  all  Royal Arch Masons have  done  before us, but before 
pursuing  further  it would be  necessary for  us to  kneel  at  the  altar 
In due  form,  and  take upon ourselves  the solemn oath or  obliga- 
tion of a Royal  Arch Mason. 

Q. What was that  due  form? 
A. Kneeling  upon  both  knees,  both  hands  covering  the Holy 

Bible, square  and compasses, in which due form I took  upon myself 
the solemn oath or obligation of a  Royal  Arch Mason. 

&. Have you that  oath? 
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A.  I have. 
&. Will you give it? 
A. I will with your assistance. 
9. Proceed. (1, A. Ii., etc.,  etc.) 
&. After the  oath how were you then  disposed of? 
A .  We were  again  conducted  around  the  outer  courts of the 

tabernacle,  where was exhibl:ctl thc synil)ol of the  burning bush. 
(1. \\‘hy was the  symbol of the burning bush exhibited to you 

at this  point of your exaltatlon? 
A.  To impress upon my mind in the  most  solemn  manner,  that 

the  words m d  signs follokving were of dlvlne  urjgin,  and as sur:h 
were  regal-ded  sacred by  the  ch~itlrcn o f  lsrael--hy then1 trms- 
mitted to  their  posterity,  as xvords and  signs b y  w h ~ c h  they should 
make  themselves known and  be distingulshcd  by  each  other  for 
ever  after. 

0 ,  l low were you then  disposed of? 
,I. \\‘e were  again  conducted  around  the  outer  courts of the 

tabernacle, whel-e a representation of the  destruction of the 
temple took place. 

Q. Ily \shorn was i t  destroyed? 
A. Tiy NebuchadneLzar,  King of Babylon, who in the  elcventh 

year nf Zedekiah, King of Jerusalem,  went up, besieged ;lnd took 
the city, seized on all the holy vessels,  together with the ~ w o  bt-azen 
pillars;  and  the  remnant of the  people \r-ho escaped  the  sword,  he 
carried away captlves  to  Babylon. 

0. What was the  period of their  captivity? 
A. Seventy (;I)) yews. 
Q. By  whom were they  delivered? 
A .  R y  Cyrus, King of Persia, who in the first year of his  reign 

issued  his  yearly  proc1;mntion saying: “Thus says  Cyrus, King of 
Persia,” etc., etc.  (See  hlonitor.) 

0 .  \Vho did you then  rcpreqcnt? 
A.  Those of our  ancient  brethren  being  released from thcir 

( i ,  In  that  case  what  answer did you make Cyrus, King of 

A. Hut behold when I come unto the  children of Israel,  etc.,  etc. 

captivity. 

Persia? 

(Monitorial ) 
(i. \\’hat answer  did you receive f rom the  Captain of the 

Host? 
A. I am  that I am, I am  hath 5ent me unto you. 
6.’. I)id you pursue  your journev’! 
A.  \Ye did, the rough and  r11gged path?. 
Q. \Yhat do the  rough  and  rugged pxrhs denote? 
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A.  The sojourning of the  children of Israel  through  the wilder. 

&. Did you meet with any obstructions? 
A, W e  did,  several. 
Q. Where  did you meet with the first obstruction? 
A. At  the first veil, where  on  making  the  regular  demand,  we 

heard  the  Master of that veil exclaim, “Who  dares  approach this 
first veil of our sacred  tabernacle?”  and he, supposing an enemy 
to  be  approaching,  hailed his companions,  who  on  being  assembled 
demanded,  “Who  comes  here?” 

ness. 

Q. Your answer? 
A. We  are of your  own  brethren  and kin-children of the cap- 

tivity-descendants of those  noble  Giblemites, we were  received 
and  acknowledged Most Excellent  Masters  at  the  completion  and 
dedication of the first temple-were  present  at  the  destructionof 
that  temple  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  by  whom we were  carried  cap- 
tives to  Babylon,  where we remained  servants  to  him  and his suc- 
cessors,  until the  reign of Cyrus, King of Persia,  by whose order 
we have  been  liberated,  and  have now come  up  to  help,  aid,  and 
assist  in rebuilding  the  house of the  Lord,  without  the  hope of 
fee or reward. 

Q. What  were y m  then  askedP 
A. By what  further  reward or benefit  we  expected  to  obtain 

Q. Your  answerP 
A. By the  benefit of the  pass. 
Q. Give  it? (I am  that I am, I am  hath  sent  me  unto you.) 

A. It did within the first  veil. 
Q. Did  this  give you admissionP 

Q. What  was  then  said  to you? 
A. Good  men and true you must  have  been,  to  have  come  thus 

far  to  promote so noble  and  good  an  undertaking; but further you 
cannot  go  without  my word,  sign, and  word of explanation. 

Q. What was the  word of the  Master of the first veil! 
A. I am  that I am, I am  hath  sent you unto us, Shem, Ham, and 

this  important privilege. 

TaDheth. ,- r 

Q. What is his signP 
A. It is  in imitation of that !ziven bv God to Moses  when he 

was commanded  to  cast his rod\pon thk ground,  and  it  became a 
serpent. 

Q. XVhat was his word of explanation? 
A. It  was explanatory of the ’sign as recorded  by Moses, and is 

as follows. “And Moses answered  and  said, But behold  they will 
not believe  me, nor  hearken  unto  my voice, for  they will say, The 
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Lord  hath  not  appeared unto thee;  and  the  Lord  said  unto him, 
What is that in thine  hand,  and  he  said,  A  rod;  and  He  said, 
Cast  it on the  ground.  And  he  cast it on  the  ground  and it be- 
came  a  serpent,  and Moses fled  from before it; and  the  Lord 
said,  Put  forth  thine  hand  and  take  it  by  the  tail;  and  he  put 
forth  his  hand  and  caught  it,  and  it  become a rod  in his hand, 
that  they  may  believe  that  the  God of their  fathers,  the  God of 
Abraham,  the  God of Isaac,  and  the  God of Jacob  hath  appeared 
unto  thee. 

Q. Where  did you meet with the  next  obstruction? 
A. At  the  second veil, where, on making  the  regular  demand, 

A. As before. 
Q. Your answer? 

Q. What  were you then  asked? 
A. Ry what  further  right  or benefit we expected  to  obtain  that 

important  privilege. 
Q. Your answer? 
A. By the word and sign given us by  the  master of the first veil. 
Q. Did  this  gain you admission? 
A. It  did within the  second veil. 
Q. What  was  then  said to you?  
A.  Good  men  and  true you must have  been,  to  have  come  thus 

far to engage in so noble  and glorious an  undertaking,  but  fur- 
ther you cannot go without my word and sign, and word of ex- 
planation. 

we heard  the  master of that  exclaim as before. 

Q. What  was  the word of the  master of the  second  veil? 
A. I am  that I am, I am  hath  sent  me  unto you, Shem,  Ham, 

Q. What is  his sign? 
A. It  is in  imitation of that  given by God  to Moses, when he 

commanded him t o  put his hand  into  his bosom, and  when  he 
took  it  out,  behold it was  as leprous as snow. 

and  Japheth. 

A. It is explanatory of that sign,  is recorded  by Moses, and 
Q. What is his word of explanation? 

is as follows:  And the  Lord  said  unto Moses, Put now thine 
hand  into thy  bosom, and  he  put his hand  into his  bosom, and 
when he  took  it  out,  behold, his hand was leprous  as snow. 
And  He said, Put  thine  hand  into thy bosom again, and  he put 
his  hand  into  his  bosom  again,  and  plucked  it  out of his  bosom, 
and  behold  it was turned  again as his  other flesh. And it shall 
come  to  pass if they will not  believe  thee,  neither  hearken  to 
the voice of the first  sign, that  they will believe  the voice of the 
latter sign. 
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Q. Where  did you meet with the  next  obstruction? 
A. At the  third veil, where,  on  making  the  regular  demand, we 

Q. Your  answer? 
A.  As  before. 
Q. What were you then  asked? 
A.  By what  further  right  or  benefit  we  expected  to  obtain  this 

important  privilege. 

A.  By  the benefit  of the  word  and  sign  given us by  the  masters 
Q. Your answer? 

Q. Did  they  gain you admission? 
A. They  did within the  third veil. 
Q. What was then  said  to  you? 
A. Good  men  and  true you must  have  been. to have  come  thus 

far  to  promote so noble  and  good  an  undertaking,  but  further you 
cannot  go without my sign  and word of explanation  and signet. 

heard  the  master of that veil exclaim as before. 

of the first and  second veils. 

Q. What  was  his  sign? 
A.  It is in imitation of that  given  by  God  to Moses, when h e  

commanded  him  to  take of the  water of the  river  and  pour it 
upon the  dry  land. 

Q. What is  his word of explanation? 
A. It is explanatory of that sign, is recorded  by Moses, and is 

as follows: And  it  shall  come  to  pass if they will not  believe  also 
these two  signs, neither  hearken  unto  thy voice, that  thou  shalt 
take of the  water of the  river  and  pour it upon  the  dry  land,  and 
the  water which thou  takest  out of the  river  shall  become  blood 
upon  the  dry  land. 

Q. Where  did you meet with the  next  obstruction? 
A. At the  fourth veil or  sanctuary,  where  on  making  the 

regular  demand, we heard  the  Royal  Arch  Captain  exclaim, 
“Who  dares  approach  the  fourth veil or  sanctuary,  where  incense 
burns  upon  our holy altar  both  day  and  night?  Who  comes 
here?” 

Q. Your answer? 
A. Three  worthy  sojourners,  who  have  come  up to help,  aid, 

and assist  in the  rebuilding of the  house of the  Lord,  without  the 
hope of fee  or  reward. 

Q. What were you then  asked? 
A.  Whence  came  you? 
Q. Your answer? 
A .  From  Babylon. 

A. That  by a degree of the &and Council, then in  session, 
Q. Of what were you then  informed. 
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made in consequence of difficulties  having  arisen by  the  intro- 
duction of strangers  among  the  workmen,  none  are  permitted  to 
enter  the  presence of the Most Excellent  High  Priest,  Excellent 
King, and Scribe,  whtle  sitting in council,  excepting  the  true  de- 
scendants of the  twelve  tribes of the childr-en of Israel;  it  was 
therefore  necessary  that w e  be  more  particular  in  tracing our 
genealogy,  and  demanded  who we were. 

Q. Your answer? 
A. We are of your brethren  and kin-children of the  captivity 

-we have  been  received  as Most Excellent  Masters,  and  as  such 
have  made  ourselves  known  to  the  several  guards,  and now wait 
permission  to enter  the  presence of the  Grand Council. 
0. What  were you then  asked? 
A. By what  further  right or benefit  we  expected  to  obtain  this 

Q. Your answer? 
A. By the benefit of the  words  and  signs  given us by the  masters 

Q. LVhat was then said to you? 
A. W e  were  directed  to  wait  until  the  Captain of the  Host 

Q. \\;hat answer  did  he  return'i 
A. Let  them  be  admitted. 

A.  By the  Captain of the  Host, who conducted us into  the  pre- 
Q. By whom were you received? 

sence of the (;rand Council, who examined us  as  to  our  profictency 
in the  preceding  degree,  and  expressed  satisfaction  at  our  meeting, 
after which we were  asked  what  part of the  work we were  willing 
to undertake. 

important  privilege. 

of the first, second  and  third veils, together  with  the  signet. 

could be informed of our request  and  his  answer  returned. 

Q. Your answer? 
A.  Any  part,  even  the  most  servile, to promote so noble and 

Q. Of what  were you then  informed! 
A. That from  the  specimens of skill  which we had  exhibited, 

the  Grand Council had  confidence  and  belief  that we were  able 
to  undertake  any  part,  even  the  most difficult, but that it was 
necessary  that  some  more of the  rubbish  be  removed  from  the 
northeast  part of the ruins, and  they  instructed us to  observe  and 
preserve  everything  that  we  might  discover of value,  for  they  had 
no  doubt  that  there  were  many  valuable  monuments of art  there 
which would be essential  to  the  craft. 

glorious an  undertaking. 

Q. What  followed? 
A. The  Captain of the  Host  furnished us with the  necessary 

working  tools,  and we repaired  to  the  place as directed,  where 
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we wrought  diligently four days  without  discovering  anything of 
interest,  excepting  passing  the  ruins of several  columns of the 
order of architecture;  on  the fifth, still pursuing  our labors, we 
experienced  that which we at first supposed  to  be  an  impenetrable 
rock, but  on  my  companion  striking  it with his crow,  it rever- 
berated  a hollow sound,  upon which we redoubled  our  assiduity, 
and  removing  some  more of the  rubbish, we  found  it  to  resemble 
the  top of an  arch, in the  apex of which was a stone  having  on 
it  certain  characters which by  length of time  were  nearly effaced. 
Night now drawing on, we  repaired with it to the  Grand Council. 

Q. What  was  their opinion of the  stone? 
A.  That it w a s  the  keystone to  the  principal  arch of King Solo- 

mon’s Temple,  and  from  the  place  in  which it  was found,  they 
had no doubt  it would lead  to  important  discoveries;  upon which 
we  were  asked if we were willing on  the  morrow to descend  the 
arch in search of them. 

Q. Your  answer? 
A. That  the  task would be  attended with  difficulties and  dangers, 

yet we  were willing even at the  risk of OUT lives to  promote so 
noble  and  glorious  an  undertaking. 

Q. What  followed? 
A. We  repaired  to  the  place as before, and  removed  some 

more of the  rubbish,  after  which w e  placed a cable-tow  seven 
times  around  the  body of one of my companions  to  assist  him  in 
descending,  and  it  was  agreed,  should  the  place  become offen- 
sive, either  to  health  or  sight,  he  should  swing it  to  the  right as 
a signal to ascend;  but  should  he wish to  descend  he  should 
swing it to  the  left. In this  manner he  descended  and  found 
three  squares,  which  they  had no doubt  had  long  been  concealed; 
he  gave  the  signal  and  ascended,  and with them we repaired  to 
the  Grand  Council. 

Q. What was their  opinion of the  squares? 
A .  That  they  were  masters’ jewels, most probably worn by our 

ancient  Grand  Masters, Solomon, King of Israel, Hiram,  King of 
Tyre,  and  Hiram Abiff, and  from  the  place in  which they  were 
found  they  had  no  doubt  they would lead to still  further  and 
more  important  discoveries,  upon which we were  asked if willing 
again to descend  the-arch in search of the  treasures. 

&. Your answer? (As before.) 
Q. What  followed? 
A. We  repaired  to  the  place as before,  whirh I descended as 

before. The  sun  shone  forth with such  redoubled  splendor  that 
I was enabled  to  descend;  in  the  eastern-most  part  thereof was 
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a trunk of curious  form,  overlaid  with  gold,  having  on  its  top and 
srdes  certain  mystcrious  characters; av'llllng mysclf of this I gave 
the signal,  and  ascended; on arriving at the  top of the  arch I 
found my hands  involurltarily  placed in this  position  to  guard my 
eyes  from  the  intense 1,ght and  heat  that  arose  therefrom  above; 
with the  trunk we repaired to thc  Grand Council. 

A. That it was the Ark of the Covenant. 
e. What was their opiruon of the  trunk? 

Q. What  were its contents? 
A. A  pot,  a  rod, and a book. 
Q. What was their  opinion of the  pot? 
A. That it was  the  pot of manna, which  Moses by  divine com- 

mand,  laid  up in the  side of the  ark as a memorial of the  mira- 
culous  manner in which the  chrldren of Israel  were  supphed  with 
that  article of food  for  forty  years  in  the  wilderness. 

Q. What was their  opinion of the  rod? 
A. That it  was Aaron's  rod,  that  budded  and  blossomed,  and 

bore fruit in a day, whlch  Moses also,  by  divine  command,  laid 
in the  side of the  ark as a testimony, to  be  kept for a token. 

Q. What was their  opinion of the  book? 
A.  That i t  was the  book of the  law  in which it is written, I am 

the  Lord, I appeared  unto  Abraham,  unto  Isaac  and  Jacob by the 
name of Cod Almighty,  but by my great  and  sacred  name was I 
not  known  unto  them. 

Q. What  does it contain? 
A. A key  to  the mysterious characters  upon  its  top  and  sides, 

by whlch they  found  those  upon  its  sides to  he  the inltinls of our 
three  ancient  Grand  "asters, S. K .  of I . ,  H. K. of T., and H. Abiff. 
Those upon its  top,  the  Grand Ornnific or  Royal  Arch  word, which 
we as Royal  Arch Masons should  never  glve  except in the  pre- 
sence of three  Royal  Arch  Masons, we first agreeing  by  three 
times  three,  and  under a living  arch. 

Q. How were  your  merits  rewarded? 
A. The (;rand  Council  descended and invested us with the 

Q. How were  they  communicated? 
A .  The (;rand Omnlfic Royal Arch  word  in  the  presence of 

three  regular  Arch Masons, we first agreeing by three  times  three, 
and  under a living  arch. 

secrets of the  Ilegree. 

(1. fjave you a sign  in  this Degree? 
A. I have  several. 
Q.  how me  a  sign?  (Hand  to  forehead. See sign.) 
Q. What is that  called? 
A .  The  duegard. 
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Q. To what  does  it  allude? 
A. To  the way and  manner in  which my hands  were  involuntarily 

placed on  arriving  at  the  arch,  to  guard  my  eyes  from  the in- 
tense  light and  heat  that  arose  therefrom  above. 

Q. Show me  another  sign?  (Give sign.) 
0. What is that  called? 
2. The sign. 
0. To what  does  it  allude? 
2. To  the  penalty of my  obligation,  that I would sooner  have 

my  skull  struck off than  divulge  any of the  secrets of this Degree 
unlawfully. 

Q. Give me  another sign? (Give  sign.) 
0. What is that  called? 
2. The  grand  hailing sign, or  sign of distress of a Royal  Arch 

Mason 
Q. To  what  does  it  allude? 
A. To  the  additional  portion of the  penalty of my  obligation, 

that I would sooner  have  my  skull  clove off, and  have  my  brain 

any  of the  secrets of this  Degree unlawfully. 
exposed to the  scorching  rays of a noonday  sun,  than  divulge 

Q. What are the  working tools of a Royal  Arch  Mason? 
A. The pick, spade,  and crow. 
Q. What  does  the  spade  teach us as Royal  Arch  Masons? 

Q. What is  the  use of the  crow? 
A. It  is used  by  operative  masons  to  describe  circles-every 

part of the  circumference of which is equally  near  and  equally 
distant  from  its  centre; so is every  creature  whom  God  hath 
made  equally  near  and  equally  dear. 
Q. What is the  equilateral  or  perfect  triangle  upon  which  the 

word is formed  emblematical of? 
A. The  three  certain  attributes of Deity-namely, Omniscience, 

Omnipotence,  and  Omnipresence,  for as the  three  equal  legs  or 
angles form  but  one  triangle, so the  three  attributes  constitute 
but  one  God. 

(Monitorial.) 
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